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Honoured Wa | 


Reſuming | on 2 ac. 
knowledged philantfropy of your 
diſpoſition, I have ventured to 
dedicate, and recommend to 
your grote8ion, the Kiſory of 
ary Enos Aue 90 aud her 
Family. | 03,5, M8538 
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THE DEDICATION, 


Hope, is ſo lively a principle 


OY 


in the human breaff, that we ea- 
gerly graſp at, every mean that 


offers, for indulging the pleaſing 
ſenfations it SO 9 


Ly, 
6 * 


a This SPY me > to Hatter my- 
fell, that you will pardon, tho' 
you may not approve, my teme- 
rity, in begging your patronage 


to chis firſt ans bow effuſion of a 


female | rag 9 
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Ton 1 cannot eth the Adeny 1 
£ have taken, on any principle 
which can intereſt you, unleſs by 
Pealing to your / benevolence; in 
WES: confeſſing 
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THE DEDICATION. vii 


confeſling that my hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs are raiſed, by the opportu- 


nity I have ſeized of adorning 1 it 


with fo eſtimable an advantage 


48 1 name. 


It may be retake, that as 
Thave not obtained your [anftion, 
the Dedication will not add ne- 
rit to the work. But permit 


me, dear Madam, to obſerve, 


that your rank and character, are 
too reſpectable our diſpoſition 
too noble and your taſte tod re- 


fined, for any one to fear meet - 


ing diſguſting ſcenes, or or impro- 
pu ſentiments, 1 in a work dignt- 


_ hed 
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n 2 fs D'EDYCATION. 
fedwith the t ꝰνοin and highs 
970 cake name of GORDON | 


The ANIONS of a leiſure 


nom, is the principal inducement 


to the peruſal of Novels. But, 
in ſemieh of fach entertainment, 
the delicate find too oft meets 


Wich ſenſtral deſeriptions, ahll vi- 
Eibus chiltdQers; © which! 43/707 


the piomiiled'pleaſurs. ' - Such 
fears Will Cana, when'it'is no- 
tie to whoin theſe volumes are 
nehfrured as tid Author would 

ö 5 preſumis to claim yous protection 
i 45 in noral ne Ba, 
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THE DEDICATION. * 


If you find nothing to com- 
mend, you will not, I hope, ſee 
much to condemn ; - and will ac- 


quit me of impertinence, in ſub- 
ſcribing myſelf _ 
Tours, 
With every Sentiment of Reſpeft, - 


And Gratitude, 4 


THE AUTHOR, 
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be the prolluctibn of a female, whieb, it 1 
probable, the Reader of Taſte may conſider as 
YWnntceary dor arion ihe Mutter being too 
gut, hd 7b exbturidh oh weak, Yor ite 
7 e poneta one H Wppoſit Fer. 2 7 


21 228% Mitthhs Wat 70 WER 10 
13 Jer ure ihcnapable of Works F 
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Y 
mii PREFACE. 


vel bas to be ranked with works of a fimilar 


kind, wohich have been honoured ty the « 4 
| 8 of the Prblic. | 


| Men have ever been held infinitely ſuperior 


to Momen, in reſpett to literary abilities. From 
variety of cauſes, they will ever remain 5 


Zet are we indebted, within theſe few years, to 


the exertions of a GRAHAM „ a "ECB | 


a Moors, @ SEwarD, 43 CowLEY, and 4 
ab the dif 


| But it is not, it cannot be | expeficd, that 


every female who preſumes 10, write, is capable 
of producing the conciſe eloquence, nervous dic- 


tion, pointed characters, and brilliant imagery, 


' hich adorn the produttions of theſe juſtly ad- 
mired Ladies. Nor, is it the fainteſt idea of 
being ſet i in competition with the above. noticed | 


elegant Authors, that induces, the. writer of the 


ST. of © Jags. Eazas. ne and 
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8 her 
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her 1.Femiby; 70 offer it to the te of 
ON" EEE 5 


— of * ron Gelees in ee 
ſentiment, and charaftery ſbe trembles for the 
fate of this firſt effay of her imagination. The 


H 


execution is ſo inadequate to her wiſhes, that 


ide moſt fevere critie cannot point out its de- 
merits, : move ſorcibly * 0 FO 
juſt, 


It may; with * be aſked) what then 
tan urge her to mtrude it on the public? T0 
tohich ſhe can offly anſtorr ; That if ber e 
have been neffc&va}; her intention Was £608 $ 


os, the abſolute neceſſity of governing os 


Paſſions,; and acting agrerable to the rulbs of 


Reaſon and Proptiety; if we w1/h 4 inſurs 


our dn happitieſs, and the refledling applauſe 
of others, das Ih orie Hoter er Jeebly en 
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' The knowledge that ſo many ener qualifed | 


| than berſelf have diſcuſſed this ſubject, with in- 
' finitely more elegance and perſpicuity, might, 
| perhaps, have deterred the writer from publiſb- 


ing, did ſhe not alſo know, that variety. i | 
pleaſing to young minds, and that a precept often 


repeated palls on the ſenſe,” if not rendered 


agreeable by the allurements of fiction. It then 
aſſumes new charms, and Arengthens former 


good effects . 


So far, it is preſumed, the motives for pub- 


lication are not reprehenfible.—1f the author's 


favourite characters excite no emulation, from 
the propriety. of their conduct, or elegance. of 


their manners, ſhe hopes they will raiſe no diſ- 


guſt from the depravity of their Bile, or burt 
the elfect ſhe wiſhes them to produce, by tending 


1d cultivate improper ideas. Thoſe held up as 
objects of contempt, ſbe Batters herſelf, are 


not too highly coloured to exceed probability, 


ror their follies placed in loo engaging a ”_ | 


of view. 
? 


Thus 
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Thus has the Writer laid before a caudid 
Public, her ſentiments reſpecting the Work, 
and ber Apology for printing it. Nor has 
Jhe ought elſe to alledge in her favour. Readers 

muſt judge as they pleaſ and (though it may 
_ deſtroy her fondeſt hopes) ſhe Twill bozo to their 
deciſion, as the reſult of more enlarged expe- 
rience, and better informed capacities, 
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11 % 
ſity, and a mind depreſſed with unmerite 
afflictions, Mrs. Davenport retired from 


the obſeryation, of a buſy, cenſorious world, 


with an hope, of regaining, in retirement, 


11489713 15 '< 


that t tranquility. which an intercourſe with 
| polite life had deprived her, of. Her Fa- 
mily confiſted of two beautiful children, a 
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male ſervants. The ſole province of one 
of the laſt mentioned, was the care of the 
children ; A and was conſidered, by Mrs. 
Davenport, more in tlie light of an equal, 
than — 7,9 


The vag es. Dabenport had chalen 
for the Ec of her ſequeſtration from the 
world, was fituated on the dglightful banks 
of the Trent, far diftant from the tumul- 
tuous buſtle of the metropolis. There 
were, however, ſome genteel families in 
the neighbourhood, who made advances 
towards the commencement of an Tay 


tance with the kangſome id. 


Wich the renten | Bed 0 at 

the fame time A PO awry firtnnefs, the 
repeNed their civHities ; oy alledging II heath 
as an excule for refuling Their offered 
friendſhip. Thoſe who ATT ONO) by 
thatives o potitevers, > and a With to render 
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AND HER FAMILY., 5 


themſelves agreeable, though diſappointed, 
deſiſted from troubling ; whilſtothers, leſs 
ceremonious, intruded themſelves into her 
houſe ; but, as ſhe returned not their viſits, 
and always appeared with a countenance 
expreſſive of grief and ſadneſs. correſpon- 
dent to the ſablegarb ſhe ware, they ceaſed 
their importunities, and left her to indulge 
in the luxury of that _ which, the 
eee A loc: nh 


| © Quriokey 70 know b 80 FOR was,” 
had been the principal inducement. from 
which. many had attempted to form an ac- 
qusintance with her; but no defired infor- 
mation bad, as yet, been gained. Two. 
of het ſervants were entirely ignorant, and 
the other too much attached to Mrs. Daven- 
Fan to divulge what ſhe Wed to conceal. 


1 3nd Lee ion bad formed ideas 
of her much to her diſadvantage ; but, as 
the malicious inſiguations of little minds 2 
aftronted 
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.affronted not her ears; he never ſuppoſed 
that what ſhe had done had raiſed any re- 
ſentment againſt her. Her manner was o 
gentlé, her perſon ſo elegant, and ſuch a 
native dignity in her Whale depottment:; 
to which add, the genteeb appearanite her- 
ſelf and children made; and the uniform, 
conſiſtent mode of her behaviour, that the 
arrows. of envy were ſoon blunted;;| and, 
even thoſe who felt themſetyes moſt offen- 
ed with her, could not help acknowledg- 
Ang the acquitted herſelf with the den 2 
propriety. 5719 Lag: Rt 1 UE | 1 ol | 
ECC 
1% Time, which tollen the: moſt polgnant 
cafflitions, 'abated; in ſome meaſure,'ther 
grief; and, inſtead of giving up herſelf en- 
-tirely to the | indulgence of it, ſhe turned 
her thoughts to the education of her chil- 
ren. During the two years ſhe had lived 
in ſolitude, - they had ſalmoſt been entitely 
confided to the care of Mrs. Brudenell, 
e e before diſtinguiſhed. as Mrs. 
Davenport's 


Ax p HER FAMILY... 1 


Davenport's humble friend. In every re- 
ſpect, was ſhe qualified for the truſt repoſed 
in her; and it was with the greateſt plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction ſhe faw her benefactreſs 
endeavour to diſſipate the gloom. that had 
ſo long ſhaded' her beautiful face, and at- 
tend tothe inſtruction of her tuo charming 


litile pupils. 


I There was a large, elegant houſe, in tlie | 

neighbourhood, that had, for ſome time, 
been uninhabited. Preparations. were now 
making for the reception of its owner, who 
had been for ſome: years in the ſouih of 
France, for the recovery .of her health. 


Lady Mary Montgomery was the proprie- 


tor. of it, in whoſe praiſe fame ſaid much. 


It. was by accident Mrs. Davenport beard 
of che report ; for, as ſhe had declined all 
intercourſe with the inhabitants, the wan a 
perfect ranger to the occurrences which F 
ENT in the village. The information : 
| lf A3 . had 
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bad kiinetr flipped her memory, and it 
was with inconceivable aſtoniſhment, and 


N Tome degree of terror, that ſhe ſaw an ele- 


gant carriage, and two out- riders drive up 


the little avenue that led to her houſe; nor 
was lier ſurpriſe at all" diminiſhed, when 


Lady Montgomery was announced. 


It was morning, and herſelf RY Mrs. 


Wi : Brullenell were employed in the pleaſing 
| Tafk of pouring inſtruction i into the ears of 


youth, and uncorrupted innocence. Sbe 
ctiſmiſſed her companions at one door, and, 


; with! Ubſpeakable grace, met her unex- 


Pected gueſt at the other; not however 
without Wonletig 4 what” could have oees- 


; "PO the vit. 


With the familiarity of an old acquain- 
b and'a countenance ! in which bene. 
volence and good chumour were forcibly | 


2 ſhe addreſſed Mrs. Davenport, 


wy and d begges fie would pardon her for tbe 


4 EA « intruſion ; 


= 
2 
ee p 
- k, v* 
* i . * =. * 1 . — * > A, 4 
9 ́ ͥ ION — _— . - — — — ” 
1 
* 


nA PLA 


Bs « te 


4 , / 
- 


AND HHR FAMILY... 8 » 


* intruſion; but that ſhe muſt thank herſelf 
F*: for it, as the uncommon propriety, and 


«© determined privacy of her conduct, had 
& raiſed the admiration of the whole vit- 


* lage. From the reports of others, and 


« the impoſſibility of ſeeing her hy any 
6 ther means, ſhe had been led, by an ir- 
tc reſiſtable impulſe, to wait upon her, to 
& ſee whether fame had not been too la- 
© yiſh in its encomiums; which, ſhe was 
ce now convinced, had not ſaid half ſo 
© much as ſhe deſerved; and concluded; 
* with defiring Mrs. Davenport would ſay; 


yy without reſerve, Whether company of 
117 "oy __ was 0 diſagreeable t to her.“ 


* * 


WT 24 þ 


"Mims AGES: with a cee i in tier 
manner which attended her moſt trifling | 
actions, acknowledged the honour which 


Lady Mary's viſit conferred upon her; 


and owned, that ſo far from looking 


<« ET as an intruſion; it gave her the 
FE. 1 3 that a perſon of 


of ws Lady Vos 
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44 Lady Mary's rank and: character, 
“ condeſcend ſo far as to make the firſt 


advances towards an acquaintance with 


1 


& one fo eee n 


| They then, inſen@ibly,. feln into < conver- 
ſation ; when each diſcovered ſuch a fund 
of natural good fenſe, refined by. an inter- 
courfe with genteel life, that they were mu 


tually delighted, and parted- with regret: 


on both ſides, but not without Mrs. Da- 


venport's promiſe to make an catly return 


of the favour. 


When ber companions returned, Mrs. 


Brudenell obſerved, with ſurpriſe, the 


agreeable ſmile of pleaſure which was dif- 


fuſed over her miſtreſs's-face ; and was de- 
lighted to hear her declare, how. much ſhe 


was pleaſes with Lady Mary, and her in- 


tention of cultivating the friendſhip of. ſo 
amiable a woman; for who knows (ſhe 
enn the tear of affection gliſtened 


in 


AND HER FAMILY. 11 
in her exe) how Toon my ſweet benen 
Nanergg Rand in need of a Protectot. eh 


” [ i * 
"FILL * BY 


T Tobis, Mirs/Bridenict mice SOR wer, 
aas it Was d fubject ſhe; by no means; wiſhed 
to enlarge upon; but turned the converſa- 
s tion, by aſking, in what manner Lady 
cc Mary” had introduced: herſelf,” which 
Mrs. Davenport anſwered, by relating what 
has beeh mentioned; and declared, 'öthat 
*6::ariithe'l firſt moment ſhe entęred, the 
4 found herſelf impreſſed with a degree 
% of reverence for her, which ſhe could 
no way account for, but from the ma- 
: <<: jeſtig dignity of her appearance, and the 
g 1 ſoft, affectionate tone in nn ad- 
CE, hs e 11.16: 9 


w 8 , Su 
422 


= Ms Met was - a "ki 
Mary was no leſs ſo and contemplated, - 414 
with pleaſure,; the agreeable appearance of .. 
her new friend; for in ſuch a light ſhe con- 1 
fidered her, and doubted not, in her own 113 
* mind 14 
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mind, Mrs. Davenport s.Leing, by birth, 
entitled to a far more exalted ſtation than 


that the at preſent filled ; beſides, the ex- 


preſſive manner in which ſhe bad ſaid, 


« apparently ber inferior,” dwelt upon her 


mind, and ſhe was convinced of het hav- 
ing been educated in a different ſphere- of 


* from * * at . a 


3 50 indy idea hs bad 10 


eig 'reſpeſts to Lady Mae, had wenti- 


oned Mrs. Davenport as an extraordinary 
character; and, though they diſſered in 
opinion ſome conſider ing her behaviour as 


the reſult of pride, others as caprice; and, 
the moſt candid, attributing it to grief and 


unaffected ſorrow for the laſs of ſome be- 
loved friend, which incapacitated her from 


enjoying company yet, they all agreed, 


that ſhe conducted herſelf with the greateft 
Propriety-and deegrum ; and the men una- 
nimouſly concurred in pronouncing her, as 
handſome as an angel. All this tended to 
5955 raiſe 
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raiſe an infattnountable defire in Lady 
Mary to fee this charming woman; but 
how te gratify her curioſity was a point not 
eaſily determined; for the weather had 
been % emely bad, that Mrs. Daven- 
port had een under the neceſſiy of ab- 
ſetiting Herſelf from Chureh (her houſe 


being above a mile diftant) the only place. 


it was poffible to ſee her at, as ſhe had no 
connecxion Whatever with the 4nhabitants 3 
and the ſeafon it being now. November) 
Hhad- deprived her of the opportunities af 


walking, which heretofore the had in- 


Ae her inen in. 


0 ' b > 
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Lady Macy 8d W given up all 


thoughts of ſeeing her, when a circum- 
Anse happened, Aich indwved zuced her to pay 
the morning viſit which ſo much aſtoniſhed 
=_ mo Mrs. NO 
pO 5 . 

A ler wins; ke paß, mad ho 
left in a moſt-diireſſed fituarion; by the 
ſudden 
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ſudden death of her huſpand, ivho was 
unfortunately killed by the falling of a 


large ſtone, . which. cruſhed; him to death, 


25 he was digging in à quatry- Jo addito 


* the: maipfartune, his wife was ready 40 lay : 


in, and expoſed, .by this fad-event,.to po- 
wat: and' extreme! miſerg, having no xe: 
ſource, ſince depriyed of the fruits of, her 


huſbands”: induſtry, nor an friends who 


Vere able, to aſſiſt her, Happy, for this 
poor woman, Mrs. Davenport was informed. 


of her ſituation, who, with; the affection 


and earneſtneſs of real humanity, admini- | 


ſtered to her wants, and, in perſon, ſooth- 
ed her heart- felt ſorrows; whilſt the ſweet 
title Emma he accompanied her mo- 
ther in the benevealent.. viſits—wept and 


1 prayed NET ds would et. the baby d. ä 
| benen. Un g Heid as 


3 
a F = , 
«1 153 fa 44 © 8d . 4214 Fl 81 et Mie 


It was bend ſhe was ſeen by Mrs. Cath- 
cart; Lady Mary 's ibouſckeeper, who had 


mT: oh: a; ſimilar errand ;. and, ſuch 


. 7 2 


Was 


4 11140111 42 44 5 » 
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AND HER FAMILY. _ 8 


was the report the made, that her Lady- | 


ſhip could no longer reſiſt the impulſe 


which urged her to ſee and converſe with 


Mrs. Davenport; and fo far did ſhe exceed 
her moſt ſanguine expectations, "that ſhe 
was ſorry punctilio had long deprived her 
of ſo * a ſatisfaction. 


Ic now ſtruck Lady Mary ſhe had not 


ſeen the children, but ſhe could not, on 
any pretence, go again, until ſhe had ſeen 


Mrs. Davenport at ber own houſe. | 


Before 2 week had PEER Lady May | | 
was gratified with the pleaſure of Mrs. Da- 
venport's company 3 ; and ſo much did they 


improve in each other's opinion, that they 
were, after that time, ſeldom aſunder; as 


the only plea which Mrs. Davenport could 
urge, was the attention ſhe muſt pay to the A 


inſtruction of ber children. 
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IE Mary ſoon ſettled that point, by. 


| begging. her, chaplain (a may, in every re- 


ſpect calculated for the purpoſe) might ſu- 
perintend Edward's s education, whilſt, her- ? 
ſelf, and Mrs, Davenport ſhould. endeayour { 


to form the young, inexperienced. manners 


of Emma. What objection could be made 


to ſo eligible a ſcheme ? None. Tears of 
| gratitude ſpoke, her approbation; and, 


afterwards, theſe two W women were 
inſeparable. EF ik 
Lady Mary wiſhed very 8 to 7 ory 
the particulars of hex friend's life; but as 
the bever mentioned 1 the leaf. matter. which | 
could lead to it, an * at times, appeared | 
overwhelmed wick arrow and, . dejeCtion, . 
which, when noticed, f ſeemed t to inFreaſe,, 


yy? Ne 


vinced would be pain nful tc | o Mrs. _ 


110 h 5 
port, and was 00 much th 5 ' Woman, of. 


I ST 


| the forbore enquix Ab which me on- 


knew w was perfectly acquainted with every 


2 circumſtance, „88 
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Some months glided away i in this happy 
intimacy, without Lady Mary gaining the 


© leaſt information rel ive to Mrs. Daveh- 


| ports hiſtory. The charming children 
improved in every grace. The Chaplain 
inſtru&ed them in their more abſtruſe ſtu- 
dies, and Lady Mary and their mother, 
learnt them French and Italian; whilſt 
Brudenell taught Emma evety uſeful and 


ornamental branch of needle- work. But | 


"the chief care andattentior of the two la- 


dies were turned to the improvemett of 


their hearts. They were inſtructed to eſ- 
teem virtue, prudence, and honour, as the 


moſt diſtinguiſhed bleſſings; - and, by no : 


"means, to be put in competition with out- 
ward beauty, grandeur," or tank! in life. ; 


1.5% 14 ; & 


T hey ſought not to deceive Viki into 
a belief that ſhe was not handſome, but 
wiſhed her to deſpiſe it as a tranſitory bleſſ- 


ing, which could neither beſtow health, 


* happineſs, or permanent bliſs ; and, as they 


perceived 


* 


r 
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perceived ber to be naturally a little vola- 
tile, they endeavoured t to correct it, by re- 
preſenting how valuable a mild reſerve was 
in a woman, and how eſtimable ſhe ap- 
Peared in the ey es of the world, by a mo- 
deſt dignity in her mode of behaviour; 
and by rather liſtening with attention to 
ſentiments of others, whoſe age and expe- 
- rience rendered them more capable of judg- 
ing, than by forcing her own opinion upan 
the company; and, by an affected diſ- 
ä play of wit and knowledge, lay herſelf 
open to the laſh of cenſure.  - ; 


3 moreover endeavoured Rrongly t to 

impreſs upon their minds, a love of reli- 
gion, and a reliſh for the bei Era of 
every moral and ſocial duty. In this agree- 
able, rational manner, they filled vp thoſe 
hours which too many laviſh away in idle- 
neſs and a 5 


W * 


About 


About this time, Mrs. Davenport re- 
ed notice to quit her houſe, as the ow- 
ner of it intended, in future, to reſide in it 
'bimſelf. This perplexed her very much, 
as there Was not another houſe at liberty in 

the village; and ſhe had many reaſons for 

not wiſhing to-quit: it. But Lady: Mary 

| ſoon diffipated her chagrin, by infiſting 

upon her refiding with her, till the could 

hear of a houſe to her ſatisfaction; and 

| added, it had been her earneſt wifh, for 
ſome time, but ſhe had not ventured to aſk 
195 oy mY mould be refiiſed. 3940 


5 Mis: Dovetipizr Hepe: at ck new. TOR 
= of Lady Mary? 's Friendſhip, and acquieſced 
f in it; on condition that ſhe might not be 
:- || obligedto ſce any copay whatever. This 
le Was complied with, and the became an en- 


e- kite reſident at Belvoir Lodge. She ſtill 


kept her on ſervants; and one part of the 


Y houſe was ſolely appropriated to her uſe; 
ut She lived the ſame as at home, except only 


B33 | ſhe 
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. -the was not permitted to keep a ſeparate 


| Is may, perbaps, be ſuppoſed that Lady 
wy pony her eqn 122 n a libera- 


of Roſcoe, and d hs bade. ee | 
Lord George Montgomery, youngeſt ſan - 
to the Duke of Royſton, 'with whom the 
lived very Happily for ſome. years, when he 
died ſuddenly. ; and her health was ſo much 
affected by the loſs, that ſhe had been abs 
ſent from her native country - many years, 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of it. Her. father 
died, and ſhe became intitled to twelve 
thouſand a year the reſidue of the fortune 
and the title, going to her, father's ſiſter's 
ſon, with whom ſhe kept up a, correſpon, 
dence, though ſhe ſeldom ſaw him. Her 
meeting fq opportunely with Mrs. Daven- 
port, was a ſource of continued ſatisfaction, 
| | as 


0 7* 7 
- 4 *S 


as ſhe had long been wiſhing for an agree- - 
able companion, to whom retirement would j 
be pleaſing, and whoſe circumſtances would N 
put it in her power to ſhew her attach- 3 

ment, by rewarding her. — _ 


; ry From every.circumſtance, ſhe had reaſon | 1 
to believe Mrs. Davenport's fortune was not * 
) affluent, and it was, with inexpreſſible con- Ny C 
n cern ſhe ſaw a dejection in her countenance,, # 
e which appeared the reſult of long experi-- 'Þ 
e enced affliftion-; yet could ſhe not form her | | 
Ss mind to aſk the reaſon.. Her ſorrow ap- 'F 
bk peared fo digpified and reſpectable, that ; * 
8, the would not ſearch into it, and „ by ſhew- | ' 
er ing an improper curioſity, hurt the perſon 4 
e ſhe ſo much regarded. But accident oc- 4 


6— 
* 


ng. „ +, cafioned her being acquainted with . 
S * the fo.ardently en to know. 


* 
15 — 4 $ 


14 Mary | bad never, in the courſe of 
chat.. mentioned the name of the perſon ta 
vhom her father's eſtate and title devolved. 


But. 
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happened ſome years paſt, ſhe; obſerved, 


Charles Eltham, when he told her of it. 
She was proceeding, without taking her 
. 4:54 from her work, when Emma ſcreamed 
ont,” „Seel my mamma will fall, Lady 
Mary !” She had but juſt time to ee 
5 ber fikiug to the ae u A. 
#135 0 2 143-455 16 $5376 1 C8 12 
— alarmed, the told Ermina bo 
ring the bell for me White Mrs. Daven- 
port ſoon recovered, but appeared languid 
and dejecked the remainder of the day. 
Lady Mary knet/ nõt what cauſe to attri- 
bute ber languor toi She thought: once ir 
was the mention of her ef nume but 
| ſoon rejected that thought, as ridieulous. 
She had even forgot ſhe. had ever ſappoſed 
it; and, as Mrs. Davenport recovered her 


tranquility, ſhe jlidged it was habitual 


* 1111 n 1 He e 


But one day ſpeaking of an uffair that had 


the could ſcarce believe her couſin, Sir 


rn s that octalioned) Wee But 
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a ſhort time convinced her of the truth of 

her firlt ſag Senta! tt; 114 
t „ tte 

About a e after the laſt mentioned 
occurrence, as Mrs. Davenport and herſelf 
were ſat amufing themſelves, by drawing, 
in which ſcience, they bath excelled, a 
letter was brought to Lady Mary. She 
peruſed it with ſeeming pleaſure, and com- 
municated the contents to her friend, which 
were, that Lord Roſcoe (alias Sir Charles 
. Eltham). would ſpend a few days with > 

MN his way to town, | 132401 
a No ſooner had theſe words WIS Lady 
Mary, tban Mrs. Davenport roſe. up, and, 
claſping her hands together with incon- 
ceivable agony, exclaimed, I cannot ! 
dare not! ſee the murderer of my huſ- 
band!“ She repeated this two or three 
times; and then, as if quite exhauſted by 
the poignancy of her feelings, ſunk | into a 
ſtate of inſenfibility 
Lady 
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y Mary, from aſtotilhthent grief, 
and horror, was nearly reduced to the ſame 
ſituation. Brudenell, who had heard her 
miſtreſs ſcream, ran in to her aſſiſtance.— 
She was immediately put to bed, whilſt 

Lady Mary, hardly collected wa af to 
1 oaks r NE” her, ae 


As oon as "Mix: Divenport's Kenſes re- 
1 Lady Mary begged her to be cotti- 
poſed, and endeàvour to ſleep. No an- 
ſwer was made to the requeſt, but a deep 
ſigh, and an ardent prefſure of her hand. 
She then, thinking her preſence was a re- 
ſtraint, withdrewinto her own room, where | 
ſhe ſat ruminating in vain, 27 5 n ex- 

traordt wy: e 2 


Is 3 . 


Sbe bad heard, when Nee! was at Mont- 
Falke, that Lord Roſcoe had fought a 
duel, but knew not that he had killed his 
aftagoviſt ; and 'how bis oper the could 

| be 
1 1 5 4 
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* 


be Mrs.Davenport' 8 buſband „ Was a As 


not 2 developed. 


She n-]ʃ thought of ſoothing-the chij- 
dren, who were weeping for their mamma's 
ſickneſs. It was ſome time beſore ſhe could 
conyince them their mamma was, aſleep. 
She doated upon the children, and could 
not bear to ſee them diſtreſſed; for, from 
the care, that had been taken to teach them 
to judge for themſelves, and to trace every 
event to its griginal utce, they felt inſi- 
nitely mote than children generally do at 
their age. So much was ſhe engroſſed by 
them, .that;-the.. had not perceived Mrs. 
Brudenell's entrance; who came with cher 


miſtreſs's: compliments, and agen wo ſee 1 
YH (33.0 e 1 8 


785 31 > 632 TL! 
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Lady 1 haſtened, UP; ſtairs; not tha 
out hopes chat her curioſity would ibe T 
_ in Ape. to the ng Mrs. 
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Dovenpor᷑s misfoftunes—nor was the i 0 


: appointed. 


She began, * Ligglig' Lady Mary's 


| pardon for all the trouble ſhe had given, 


— 


and for ſo long concealing from her, the 


events of her checquered life. But, 
that an unwillingneſs to expoſe the ſoibles 


of her relations, and a degree of pride oF 


which ſhe could not totally diſcard, was 
her reaſon for concealing her name and con- 


nections. She deſired Lady Mary to judge 
with her uſual candour, and to permit her 
to keep her room the remaining part of the 
day, whilſt ſhe peruſed a manuſcript which | 4 


had been wrote at a period when her woes 
were freſh in memory, and which: he 
had intended to leave as a legacy to her 
children. She then drew a paper from un- 
der her pillow, which ſhe preſented * to 


4 


Lady Mary, deſiring her to think favoura- 


bly of her. Whilſt ſhe thus ſpoke, her 


voice was almoſt inarticulate by tears. 


PP 


A 4 
a... Sa 
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Lady Mary, reſpecting her grief, kiſſed 


5 2 her cheek, * left the room. 

» Lady 1 was now ſo apttired, that ſhe 
16 ſcarcely dare open the papers! She dreaded 

„de knew not what! She feared Mrs. Da- 

1 venport would be leſs deſerving her eſteem. 

rp After ſwallowing; a little hartſhorn and wa- 


ter, however, ſhe ventured: to open the 
de ; 2 EN 
| manuſcript, which contained as follows. 


as 

n- 2 

e | 

C THE HISTORY- OF 8 8 
he 

n 1 Emma Meleombe. 

he 

er N Was the dau ter of the Earl of 

IE Caſtlehaven, by his firſt wife, the young | 
tb and beautiful Lady Agnes Douglaſs, only 
"ith child of Charles, Duke of Feverſham— 

ler My mother died in giving birth to her un- 


happy e ; to which loſs, I may 
: W128 wu 


+ 
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2 July attribute the many affiictions 1 have 
ex * | 


Mrs. Brudenell, to whom I owe many 
obligations, was my. mother's favourite 
woman; to her I am indebted for the ac- 
count of what W in my infancy. 


My father grieved immoderately for the 
loſs of my mother, who was every way 
worthy of his tender regard ; it had been 
a match of pure affection, and, I muſt ac- 


knowledge, he ever entertained a due ſenſe 
of her worth. 


It 5 8 be ſuppoſed, that I was 
indulged and careſſed with unremitted fond- 
neſs by my father; he fancied he could 

| trace in my infant features, the lineaments 
of my mother's much- loved face, and 
| ffrongly proteſted againſt a ſecond marriage. 
My grandfather, the Duke of. Feverſham; 

| 18 vpop me as his only comfort, and 
-refiden 


— 
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refided{ half the year with my father, for 
the pleaſure of fondling his little darling. 


Thus paſſed away the happy, fleeting 
hours of innocency. I had maſters of every 
kind kept in the houſe; and, at fix years 
old, was extolled as a prodigy. To Mrs: 


Brudenell's .unremitting endeayours do 1 


owe, that I was not entirely ſpoiled by flat- 
tery. She had fo far won upon my young 
mind, by her agreeable diſpoſition, and 
fondneſs for me, that ſhe could perſuade 
me to any thing, Happy was it for me, 
that ſhe was ſo capable of informing me; 


and that I was ſo. flexible as to attend to 
her, I might, otherwiſe, have had crimes, | 


inſtead of follies, to lament. 


= 
01 
= 


My mother's jointure was-fix thouſand a 
year; and the whole of my grandfather's. 
vaſt fortune devolved to my mother, af his 
death. The perſonal eſtate was ſettled. on 
younger children, and the real eſtate was 

| : 8 to. 


— 


rr 
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to be my father's; and his heirs, /: 


But as T 


was the only pledge of their happy union, 
the whole was ſuppoſed to center in me; 
and ſo thoroughly was my grandfather per- 
ſuaded that Lord Caſtlebaven would not 
take anather wife, that he has frequently 
exultingly told me, I ſhould bethe * 


fortune in the three Gs. ' 


« 


e e e all Mrs. Brudenelt's | 
endeavours, this had great effect upon me; 
and one day, when I was about ſeven years 
old, ſome of the ſervants Having offended 
me, I ſtamped my foot, and aſked them, 
K they did not t Know I was an _—_ BY 


Lu». © 
1 3 = 
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| This Was MI OED to the Duke, whe! 

| Fiſſed me, and applauded me for my ſpi- 
rit. Dear, miſtaken man! It is, perhaps, 
in ſome degree, happier for me, that he 
died about a year after this happened; _ 
yet, if he had not, I ſhould not now be an 
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My father, as ſoon as he had ſettled 
the affairs of my grandfather, went to Bath, 
for the benefit of his health, which had, 
for ſome time paſt, been very indifferent. 
He had not been there long, before a re- 
port prevailed that Lord Caſtlehaven was 
going to be married to a Lady Euſton, re- 
lict of Sir Walter Euſton; who had been 

dead about a year, and had left her but in 
low circumſtances, with two children, both 
girls; one ten years old, the other ſix.— 
This information affected me but very lit- 
tle, and, young as I was, I recollect being 

ſurpriſed that Mrs. Brudenell ſhould make 
herſelf Kekappy on the occaſion. | 


We were foal convinchd the report was 
true, by my father's favourite valet_com- 
ing to give orders to prepare all things for 
their reception, as they were to. ſtay at 
Mielcombe Park until November, when 
. would go to London. 


N 8 2 Mrs. 


3 LADY E ** A M LCOMBE 


Mrs. Brudenel!'s ei feemed to 
increaſe, | and ſhe uſed'/to weep over me 
continually. As I loved her dearly, I was 
torry to fee her grieve ſo, and endeavoured, 
by a thouſand little endearments, - to re- 
move it, though I knew'not the cauſe; but 
which, I have ſince learned, was owing to 
the information of Remſdale, who repre- 
ſented Lady Euſton as the moſt artful crea- 
ture breathing; and that ſhe had, origi- 
nally, been nurſe-maid to Lady Compton's 
children. He faid the was very handſome, 
and could affime any appearance to de- 
ceive; and added, that his maſter was much 
altered fince his acquaintance; with her.— — 
The fatal day, alas! to which I may charge 
moſt of ah Tra too ow arrived ! E 
Fg was: (etlarated: ib the lietl trappitgs 
: of finerycI was miſtreſs of, to receive my 
father, and his new. made bride. There 
was a great deal of company came with 
them. I, regardleſs of them all, flew with 
5 rapture 
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rapture to my father, who received me 
with open arms, and fondly hugged his 1* 


tle . 


Mrs. Brudenell had inſtructed me in what 


manner to behave; and J, ever regarding 


what ſhe ſaid, implicitly obeyed her — 
After I had diſengaged myſelf from his em- 
brace, I defired to pay my reſpects to my 


new mamma and fiſters. This was com- 


plied with, and an indifferent ſpectator 
would have been at a loſs. to know whe 


loved me beſt, ſhe appeared ſo fond of me. 

My new playmates next attracted my no- 
tice; but, novice as I was, they did not 

pleaſe me. They had a coarſe, vulgar 


kind of behaviour about them, that diſ- 
guſted me; whilſt they almoſt devoured 
me with their eyes. They looked firſt at 


their own dreſs, and then at mine, and 


_ ran and whiſpered to Lady Caſtleba- 
As they did not pleaſe me, I for- 
bor any further notice of them; and, 


3 © 


having 
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having always been treated more like a wo- 


man, than a child, I ſeated myſelf, and 
attended to the company. a 1 221 


It was propoſed that, until dinner-time, 


an adjournment ſhould. be made into the 


muſic room; which motion was approved 
of. One of the ladies ſung, and a gentle- 
man accompanied. her on the harpſicord. 


As I was almoſt an enthuſiaſt in muſic, even 


at that early age, I believe my countenance 


expreſſed great diſſatisfaction at the gentle- 


man's playing ſo ill, that the lady could 
not ſing to him. As an excuſe for his bad 
play, he ſaid the harpſicord was out of 
tune. I, who had been indulged on all oc- 


caſions to ſpeak what I thought, and at the 
ſame time vexed that he ſhould diſparage 
my inſtrument, ſaid, It was not when I 


& played upon it laſt.” This occaſioned a 


requeſt from the lady, that L would accom- 


pany her, which was NEV enforced by 
ty my . 


The 
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The ſong ſhe choſe, was a ſweet pathetic 
little piece, intitled, . Anna's Urn.“ 'Fhe 


muſic to it is rather difficult; : and I ſaw 


ſurpriſe blended» in every © countenance, 


at the execution of ſo. young a performer, 
whilſt my dear father's eyes gliſtened with 


delight, at the encomiums [paſſed on his 
little pet. Recollection too, perhaps, might 
have ſome ſhare in his emotions, as the 
words were applicable to in a ſfiort time 
before; and they, at this moment, ſtrike 
me with an idea of my mother ſo en 
that I muſt n them. 


{ +500 Eneompaſtd in an abgel's frame, N 
% An angels virtues lay; 4 
6 Too ſoon did Heav'n aſſert its claim, 
3 And, call'd its own away. 
« My Anna's worth! my Anna's charms! | bn 
% Will never more return! | 


« What, then, ſhall fill theſe widow'd armsz " * 


“Ah me! Tas N „ Urn!“ 


It was a ſong he was pardeularly fobd of | 


and he ſeemed rather agitated, towards the 
CONS of it. But the applauſes be- 
owed 


WER 


— 


" : 
w_ 
\ * wil. has dt, * 
* — 1 | 
N Pr 40 * C 2 
* „ 8 * , >» At 


—_— — 


— 


__ — 
* * * v + þ 5 * * 4 
Y N 


n 


* 4 f 


* — * * 
* n 7 
- - 


Wh, 


_ „1 WH ET 


\ 


% LADY E MM A MELCOMBE.: 


ſtowed upon me, gave him time to reco- 
ver himſelf, and he condeſcended to aſk 
me to ſing. I had a ſoft, mellow voice, 
and, with the affiſtance of the muſic, ac- 


quitted myſelf tolerably well in the ſong of 
„ The Buſh aboon Traquair,” The com- 


pany were delighted. One gentleman, in 
* ſaid I was an 9 785 


1 bad We wag to ſee has | 
Lady Caſtlehaven was not quite ſo well 


pleaſed, as might have been expected, at 


the qualifications of her newly acquired re- 
lation. I foolifhly thought ſhe was angry 


that the Miſs Euſtons were not noticed, 


and therefore begged ſhe would let them 
play; but I was very much ſurpriſed, when 
ſhe ſaid they did not know how, and pitied 


them, in my own mind, for having ſo croſs. 


a mamma, as not to let them learn muſic ; 


and determined, the firſt opportunity, to 


beg of my father to let Monſieur Deſſein 


teach them. | Þ 55-4990 
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The reſt of the day was ſpent in various 


amuſements, and concluded with a ball in 


the evening. This was a new ſource of diſ- 


content. Lady Caſtlehaven declined danc- 


ing. In conſequence, Lord Ravenſxorth 
(the gentleman who had been ſo pleaſed 
with my ſinging) took me out. Unfortu- 
nately, I acquitted myſelf ſo well in a 


faſhionable Minuet, as to gain the plaudits 
of the whole company.—lIt may appear 


too minute, to dwell on the trifling accom- 
pliſhments of a girl of nine years old; but, 
as they laid the foundation of my future 


| miſery, it is not improper to * lock 
—_— 'OCCUITENCEs. 
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"After that « time, Lady Celiliheten ap- 


peared prodigiouſly fond of me; I was 
every thing that was agreeable. But my 
ſentiments were not correſpondent. I did 


not like her. For, under the pretence of 


being ſo very anxious for my happineſs, I 


was deprived of every thing I liked. She 
endeavoured, 
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. ee put in vain, to leſſen _—_ 
tactenent: to the "_ . aha 


©} "> * © 


06 Hat ene ee bad . gone 


too far, by ſtriving to convince my father 
| ſhe was of no uſe in the family. The inſi- 


nuation hurt him exceedingly, as it ſeemed 
to imply a wiſh to part with her, which, 
by no means, coincided with his ſentiments 
of her worth; as he had ever been partial 


toher, both on account of her own merit, 
and the value my honoured mother had ſet 


upon her ſervices. Beſides, he was ſo well 


convinced of the obligations he owed her, 


for the tender, and almoſt maternal affec- 
tion, ſhe had ſhewn towards me, that it 
was with diſficulty he kept his temper. He 
did; however; but the vezation it appa- 


rently occaſioned in him, made her lady- 


ſhip very cautions; in future, hom ſhe in- 
eas eee e Ae e 
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oy of who never diſguiſed any thing from 
this good creature, told her of it. She 
wept, but ſaid nothing, only that ſhe muſt 
endeavour to win Lady Caſtlehaven's fa- 
e 1 AA herſelf more uſeful. 


5. :4 
Fu N 4 » : * . « * * 


The time now -apicheticl, Wer the 
fathily uſually went to London. This cir- 
cumftance nearly occaſioned a fracas be- 
tween her lady ſhip and my father; z as ſhe 
intimated, that 1 and the Euſtons ſhould be 
left in the country. Being preſent, I burſt 
into tears, at. the idea of ſo long A ſepata- 
tion from my father. He was irritated at 
the fight of my diſtreſs, and begged the 
would not mention any ſuch with ; . 
where he went, I thould 80. 

1 it 41 „oi toi 

Though this ebe her extremely, 
the had the art to hide her diſappointment, 

and to perſuade him he had miſtaken her 

meaning; at the ſame time careffing fie, 
and K me not to be uneaſy, for 1 

5 D mould 
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mould do as I pleaſed. - This was a moſt 
effectual method: of pleaſing my father, for, 


though he doated vpon la he was equally . 
fand of me. 1 7 


Every varticolar bring Tenfed, we went 
my father 's recent x marriage, became. the 
rendezvous of all the young and gay.— 
Lady Caſtlehaven, indeed, was ſo naturally 
addicted to pleaſure, that ſhe exiſted but 
in a crowd. My lord, in compliance with 
her wiſhes, ente red with ſpirit i into all the 
faſhionable f ollics of lite, 


"The fiſt e emotions. 1 ſelt at the fight. of 
the Euſtons, ſtill exiſted. | It is a general 
obſervation, that firſt prejudices are hard 
to be overcome. I can witneſs tothe truth 

of it in many reſpects; in this circumſtance 
| in particular, as I ever entertained. ſenti- 
ments of diſguſt towards them. They had 
ipygthing lo, low-bred and vulgar i in alt 
10 50% 5 | | their 
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their words and actions, that I could not 
receive any pleaſure | m my connection with 
them. | ; a 


Since they came into our family, they 
had maſters to attend them, of every kind; 
but their abilities were ſo conſined, and 
their diſpoſition ſo very indolent, that they 
made no progteſs; and Lady Caſtlehaven 
was too agreeably engaged to attend to 
their i improvement ; not but that ſhe wiſhed 
them to be fine ladies, but her time was too 


precious to be waſted in endeavours to. 
make them ſo, 


— 


There Was no expence ſpared. She 
truſted their tuition. to La Hogue, the go- 
verneſs, who had been procured for that 
purpoſe ; and was exactly calculated to 
_ pleaſe Lady Caſtlehaven—a fawning, -art- 

rul ſycophant, who was capable of any 
meanneſs to ſecure 2 comfortable liveli- 
hood. 


Thus 8 


> 
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Thus paſſed the time, until I attained 
my fixteenth year. Nothing material in- 
tervening, except the birth of a ſon to my 
father, who, enchanted with the proſpect 
of an heir to his name, as well as fortune, 
was more than ever a flave to Lady Cafile+ 
hayen's bumours. Her influence over him 
was aſtoniſhing ; and as bis regard for her 
0 ladyfhip and his ſon increaſed, his affection 
for me gave way. I was no. more the ob- 
_ jeS of his fondeſt wiſthes—the. little. idol. of 
his love, It is true, he treated me kindly, | 
and ſometimes even affeQionately, 2 85 the 
difference was viſible, l 1503 Ann 


: en and exulted in 
her triumph. I felt it, but had roo mueh 
pride to complain; beſide; what ground 
bad I for complaint? I did äs I pleaſed ; 
& went wherever my fancy led me and had 
© ___ a very, handſeme _—_ UNE" for my 
own _—_— | 
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The Euſtons had now, in ſome meaſure, 
loſt that vulgarity of behaviour, and had, 
in lieu of it, ſubſtituted all the artful ſu- 
pefficial vari of their moth er and. 
ane ha e n 


* 


eee 6 eldeſt; grew in neben like 
her mother; ſhe was a year older than me, 


and it always mortified her extremely, to 


give place to me; which my rank made 


nn foe] her to. do. 


N ane . i brother, 
was a charming child, and now in his fourth 
year. I was very fond of him, and he- of 
me; and would fly to meet me, when I 
had been any time abſent. His partiality 

endeared the ſweet cherubim more and more 
to my heart; and I. was · never ſo happy as 
when I. was permitted to play with him, 


which was not always the caſe, on pretence 


that I ſhould ſpoil him, by indulgence. 


8 4 By 5: Thus 
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Thus, infenfibly, time rolled away,— 
Happy days of uneotrupted innocence 
Spite of the att and duplicity of Lady: . 
Caſtlehaven, my father treated me like his 
child, and I was indulged in keeping what 
4 | company I pleaſed. TI had rooms allotted 
. for my own. viſiting. days, and as Lady 
- 2 Emma Melcombe, the - reputed. heireſs of 
the Duke of Feverſham, I was careſſed, 
8 admired, and flatterec. Amongſt all the 
1 young people I was acquainted with, none 
8 was held in ſuch eſtimation by me, as Lady 
_ Clara Fitzgerald, a young orphan of im- 
=_ menſe fortune, under the immediate pro- 


tection of Lady Eltham, a diſtant relation 
2 W n 


4 : Z : - --— 4 1 


Sir Charles Eitbam, f fon to the 8 
mentioned Lady, was on his travels, when 


our acquaintance firſt commenced, and was 
now gy e NE enge nat 


A fortnight befor bis feturn, 13 accom- 
E 3.8; '. _  pamed 
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panied Lord and Lady Caftlchaven to the 


opera. Lady Clara, and tlie Euſtons, were 
of the party. About the middle of the 


ſecond act, oùr attention was engaged by 
a prodigious buſtle in a box oppoſite ours, 
which was occafioned' by the entrance of 


a large party, for whom boxes had been 
kept. I juſt glanced my eyes that way, and | 
then reſumed my former pofition, as I'was: * 
earneſtly engaged in liſtening to a ſweet” 


pathetic air, which I much admired ; but 
L was not long ſufferedto attend to the ſtage, 
Lady Clara, and the Euſtons, teazing me 
to look at the moſt elegant figure they 


ever beheld.” I turned to ſee with what 


juſtice; they were beſtowing their encomi-. 
ums, when my eyes inet thoſe of the ſub- 
ject of their admiration. I coloured with 
vexation at being y 


_ embarraſſment, I ſaw him whiſper Lord 
Ravenſworth, who. ſat next him, and, at 
the ſame time looking fignificantly at our 
r to ans 
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At the end of the a&; they quitted their 
box, and almoſt inſtantly entered ours.— 


Lord Ravenſworth introduced the hand- 
ſome ſtranger as the Earl of Loudon. My 
father received him with pleaſure, as the 


ſon of a late intimate friend of his; and 


preſented him as ſuch to Lady Caſtlehaven 
and myſelf, as his wife and daughter; nor 
did the Euſtons, or _ ent . re = 
unnoticed. 1 1 5 


Lie . us home, alter hd Gs 
was over, and received a general invitation 
to the houſe, from the Earl and Counteſs. 


Clata ſlept with me that night, and after 


his lordſhip left us, loud were the praiſes 
of all in his favour. I joined them, as I 
really looked upon him as 4 moſt- accom- 


. e eee 


- My 1 Jocoſely- hed Which of he | 
girls had made a conqueſt of his lordſhip? 
3 all pretenſions. Caroline ſaid 


nothing; 


Nee HER ML : ww 


nothing; and Clara ſhaked her little giddy 
head, and ſaid, “ ſhe hoped it Was her; as 
< ſhe ſhould, of all things, like to be the 
© Counteſs of Loudon.” We retired for 

the evening, and I dreamed not af this 
G l 


g's WS, 


dad was: I ſhould experience from 
this interview But why. r 


the mournful events chat enſued ? 


The next morning brodght tim Earl of 


Loudon to enquire of our health; and cacal 


ſaccerding day tbe intimacy inereaſed. 
By the whole of his behaviour, it appeared 
evident that I was the object of his attach - 


ment to our family. My father rallied me 
upon it; contrary. to cuſtom, Lady Caftle- _ 


haven was ſilent; and Caroline appeared 
ready to fink to the ground. It ſtruck me 
as fingular, and I mentioned it to Brude- 
nell; but had no idea of the cauſe. 


The 


es! nale did. Lebiok: a ak and 
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th Thetime now approached that diſturbed 
the profeſſed tranquility of my boſom ; my 
boaſted infenſibility vaniſhed, and one fatal 


moment laid the ee for e an 


% % ben, ner ff 
vg 7722 8184 


Over night 1 received a note from Clara 
Fi itzgerald, deſiring me to ſpend the gext 
day with her. I communicated the con- 
tents to the family, and und: a favours 


- — — 


able anſwer.” 75 3517 2325 tion 2 


we 6 * 5 9 


255 e 10 dimabille, and took my work 


© with me, on ſuppoſition that we were t 
end the day by:ourſelves, as was fre- 


quently, the. gaſe when Lady Eltham paid 


Ko n * nn not As: to 85. 5 


e N 09 35 
Sbe ewe: to: meet e, « on 8 ben | 
4 half breathleſs with joy, told me, 


Dir Charles Eltham was come, and ran on 4 
ſo about his beauty and accompliſhments, 


hart was apprehenſive, if he was any where 
+ A within 


—— — — AY 
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within, hearing, he would have his vanity: 
gratified, by my: friend's volubility.— 1 
therefore ſtopped her, by defiring to Know: 
if I was to, ſtand in the. paſſage all day. 
She laughed at her want of politeneſs, and 


taking my hand, led me into the drawing 


room, where Lady Eltham, and her too 
charming ſon, ſat. 


They roſe at our approach, and the good 
old lady introduced me to Sir Charles, as 
Lady Emma Melcombe, daughter to the 
Earl of Caſtlehaven, and the intimate friend 


of Lady Clara; and added, ſmilingly, you 


muſt guard your heart, my Charles, againſt 
the attractions of theſe two ſyrens, for they 


have already ane half the beaux Four, 


. 311 1 4 ) 


a> 


With what wimſtsble grace did N 5 
his approach, to lead me to a chair! My. 
tremors (fatal forebodings) were ſo great, 
that I could ſcarce ſupport myſelf. _ Lady 
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Clara ſaw my colour change, And haſtened 


to my affiſtance. Iattributed it to over ex- 


orciſe, having walked, it being a fine froſty 
mording. This appeared very plaufible, 
and Clara accuſed herſelf of being, in ſome 


meaſure, _ ee e e me In _ 
paſſage. | WIN "oe py 


I ſoon need; and the converſation 
became general. What wit, taſte, and 
erudition, did the accompliſhed traveller 
diſplay! whilft his auditors ſeemed all ani- 


_ mated by one . to Fm OR” 
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The bond Mother FAY etprefie ver 
joy and apptobation ; whilfl Clara appeared 
every moment ready to give vent to the ef- 
fuſions of her heart. It was impoſſible to 
mĩſtake the expreſſion in her lovely face. 
It was too perfect an index of. what: paſſed 


in her foul; and I had been long enough 


acquainted with her to know e very turn of 
her countenance. 


\ 
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Fot the firſt time in my life, I found it 
neceſſary to diſſemble; and, though my 
heart did juſtice to his merit, my manners 
wore the eines of indifference, a 


1 would deſcribe the perfections that 
made ſo ſudden an impreſſion on two in- 
experienced hearts, was my pen ade quate 
to the taſłk; but language would fail in the 
attempt to delineate all his merits. Fen 
fice it, then, to ſay, that his perfon W 
the ſtandard of elegance; his face the mo- 
del of maſculine beauty; and his mind the 
receptacle of evety animated virtue. 


Let imagination paint a youth of twenty 
two years old, with a countenance glowing 
with health, and expreſſive of truth, can 
dour, and ſenſibility; add to which, 4 dif- 
pofition' mild, generous, and affable, and 
the picture of Charles Eltham riſes to the 
view, dreſſed with every advantage, wh - 
reaſon, ſenſe, and learning, can bench. 


E Such 


8 5 . | 
'V'S- 3 . — — 
=" : 


* 


. 
- . 0 ” „* % 
* —— —— — Em _ g . * . 3 4 þ 4 
: . ——_ 3 en eo 6. 69 
* * 
= RY . 3 
, — = 4 —— « * » = 
* - * A 7# 
* * 1 a a * 2 * 2 by 
"Ss 5 (0 &.. 5 p 1 
g 3 


A 
y — 22 
— 1 rn 
—— 4 
_ 43 * 


— 
. 


— — 


= 64 


« 


— — 295 
. - 2 


7 
i 

N 

1 


37 LADY EMMA MELCOMBE 


Such Was: the Being who- captivated my 


{enſes, and enſlaved my beart. | 


"The day 12 away with replay _ : 


the carriage came for me ere I had thought 


of returning. Clara remonſtrated againſt 
my going. Lady Eltham, and her elegant 


ſon, joined in perſuaſive accents to entreat 


my Nay... For once I was reſolute enough 

to reſiſt my wiſhes, and excuſed myſelf, on. 

1 Was + permitted to depart, Sir 8 « . 

cortivg me; but would not enter the houſe, 

as it was late, and he a ſtranger to the fa- 
mily. | 5 


: The moment 1 entered the room where 
we always aſſembled when without com- 
pany, I perceived every countenance un- 
commonly agitated. My father's indicated 
ſomething very pleaſing to him had hap- 


| pened ; Lady Caſtlehaven looked as if ſhe . 


Was conſtrained to appear pleaſed, much 


„ . - ag w 
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againſt her inclination; Caroline, was s the 

image of deſpair; and Emily looked ficſt 
at one, and then at the other, a as. if ſhe was 
ſearching for a meaning. | 


At my entrance, all their eyes were fixed. 
upon me; but I was: too much. engroſſed 
with my own-thouglits, to mind the atten- 
tive manner in which. they looked at me. 
E inagined; indeed, ſomething had occur- 
red; but I was ſo engaged with my own- 


ideas, that I ſought not to find out the 


cauſe. bh e 


* 
4 


- Etibier, I was not long ſuffered to te⸗ 
main in ignorance; for, after a little com- 
mon chat, ringing the bell for my woman. 
to attend: me, my father deſired I would 
ſtop awhile, as he had ſomething to com- 
municate, which, he hoped, would give 


me as much ſatisfaction as it had given him.. 
2 


Surpriſed at ſuch a bree, f re· ſeated 
myſelf. 


* 
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myſelf, and prepared to hear what he had 
got to ſay. Without further prelude, he 
informed me, that te the young, rich, ele- 
&« gant, and accompliſhed Earl of Loudon, 
te had made flattering propoſals to him in 
my behalf. He dwelt on the merits, 
60 rank, and fortune of my noble admirer, 


« and concluded, with congratulating me 


«on ſo important a nne Which, he 
| cc doubted not, would be as > ito 
© me, as it had been to bim. | 


1 was petrified with horror, and fat 
transfixed to my chair in filent amazement ! 


This intelligence, which the day before 


I ſhould have received with indifference, 


now filled with me with inexpreſſehle in- 
. quietude. 1 could ſcarce . 6 much 


were my ſpirits agitated... 


1 vot of anſwering, till my fa- 
ther rouſed me, by aſking © if I had any 
” 9 to ſo gckrable an union ; add- 

| | 1 
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ing, that he had granted the Eart full 
e permiſſion to addreſs me, and an affu- 
c rance, that I was perfectly diſengaged, 
ce and ſhould; undoubtedly, think myſelf 

5 highly honoured uy his . 


60 He aid, be did not Voter at my 
cc aftoniſkment, that he, who had ſeen the 
cs beauty of every court in Europe, ſhould 
bring home, 3 affections to 
15 e to me.? 


ä n but was unable to ſpeak, which: 
my dear, miſtaken parent, attributed to ti-- 
midity and joy. After a few moments re-- 


collection, Iacknowledged myſelf grateful 
for the honour done me by the Earl of 


Loudon ; but begged, as we were almoſt 
ſtrangers to each other, that he would re- 
quire of the Earl not to addreſs me other- 

wiſe than as a friend, until time ſhould 
have matured our knowledge of each other. 


* 
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To this he aſſented, and we parted for 

the night. T (aw Lady Caſtlehaven look 
_ intelligently at Caroline, in conſequence of 
which, the attended me to my chamber; 
a ceremony I could very well have excuſed, 
as I never wiſhed to indulge my thoughts 
in private ſo much as at 2 moment. 
3 | She aſked gtty trifling 8 to pro- 
long her ſtay; but, as I anſwered her very 
laconically, and defired Brudenell (who 
always. ſlept with me) to make haſte into 
bed as I was very weary, ſhe was neceſſi- 
| tated to aw”: eo ur, 


The woke which: her mother had given 
her, led me to think ſhe wiſhed. to get 
ſomething out of me, though I knew not 
_ what, I was on the fudden grown ſuſpici- 
ous and diſtruſt ful. I, that was heretofore 

open as the day, and cared not who knew 
my thoughts, words, and actions, was now 
tenacious of my prerogative. I fancied ſhe 

8 . *, wanted 


„ ** 
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wanted to-pry into my ſeoret though ts; to 
divulge to my father, that Charles Eltham. 
was lord of my tender wiſhes, and that the 
Earl of Loudon ſhould: never, with my 
conſent, be my huſband. IL even was afraid 
of my good Brudenell, and dare not truſt 
myſelf: to-mention the events of the day, 
leſt my emotions ſhould diſcover me. 


Q 


Reſtleſs, and unhappy, I paſſed the 
night, without ſleep-. One moment I. 
thought Clara beloved by Eltham ! | What 
a dagger to my fond hopes! The next, 
I was the object of his adoration! Tran- 
ſporting thought! But, then, my father 
and the Earl of Loudon, roſe to my mind's. 
eye,“ as inſuperable obſtacles ; yet, ill, 
my ill-fated paſſion conquered every thing, 
and I was the moſt infatuated of my ſex. 


The good Brudenell, alarmed at my ap- 
parent diſorder, aſked if I was not well? 
How my heart reproached me for conceal- 

740 | ing 
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3 ing my ſentiments: from this worthy wo- 
| man! Vet, ſenſations hitherto unknown, 
| reſtrained: me from making her the confi-- 
| dant of my love, my feats, and anxiety.. 

III Judged referve.!' Her who had been 
the ſoother of all my infant cares, and 
vvhoſe faithful boſom had been the ſacred: 
repoſitory of all my youthful joys and ſor- 

ros, was not to be truſted ien this im- 

11 ent ſectet! 


a de preficd me, I perkaps- ſhould 
. | not have been able to reſiſt her importuni- 
oh | ties. Happy would it have been for me, 
4» | had ſhe been-more ſuſpicious, and leſs re- 
3 ſpectful! Nipped in the bud, my dawn- 
_ ing paſſion would, perhaps, have vaniſhed,. 
. before the convincing language of reaſon, 

and the dictates of pure affection. 


* — — 


4 Fs Towards morning, I loſt my cares in 
'J ſleep that ſovereign balm of human woes. 


* 5 9 - 
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In conſequence, I was not up till very late 


next morning. | 


The family had breakfaſted, and I was 
fi pping chocolate in my own room,; leben 


Clara Fitzgerald centered. She rallied me - - 


for being ſo idle, and bid me make haſte 
and prepare for a jaunt to Eltham Lodge, 


on the morrow, to ſtay a fortnight; for The 


nad already ſecured the confent of Lord 
and Lady Caſtlehaven. I hefitated, and 

was embarraſſed! Prudence told me not 
to go; but, an irreſiſtable impulſe, Which 
I could not withſtand, made me copy. 


Clara was all rapture, joy, and gladnefs; 
Queſtioned me how I liked her {bet cou- 
ſin Charles, and, before I could - anſwer, 
ſaid, „he was an angel! and that ſhe 
ce muſt go, as ſhe had promiſed him to take 
© an airing in Hyde Park.” She then 
bid me remember to be ready at half paſt 
feven next morning, when they would call 


\ 


% LADY EMMA MELCOMBE 


upon me, and flew Gow ſtairs as light as 2 
feather. . 1 2 f ( 
* | 5 
I fat ſometime, ruminating on the change 
which one day had wrought in my ſenti- 
ments. Ever willing to find excuſes for 
our own conduct, however extraordinary, 
I flattered myſelf, that I was acting with 
the utmoſt propriety ; as, by going to El> 
tham Lodge, I ſhould find out the'ſenti- 
ments of Sir Charles; if in'my favour, as. 
I had never perſonally received the addreſſes 
of Lord Loudon, I could, with greater pro- 
priety decline them, than at a later period. 
E If, on the contrary, Clara, or any other, 
was the object of his hopes, I ſhould have 
an opportunity, of Ming «: my _—_ in its. 
n 
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Such were my wiſe refleRtions on ine 
matter. The very reaſons. that ought to 
have kept me away, impelled me to go. 
Having thus ſettled matters in, my. own s 

; mind 
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mind, I -went down: ſtairs; after leaving 
orders with Brudenell, and my woman, 
what cloaths to eh * for * excurhon. | 


2 When 1 got Join airs, I found my "fa 
ther and Lord Loudon in earneſt converſa- 
tion. On my entrance, they ceaſed talk- 
ing, and his ne, roſe to reach me a 
chair, 


My father then introduced his lordſhip 
to me, as one for whom he had the greateſt . 
eſteem, and whom he' wiſhed me to regard 
as my future huſband ; at the ſame time 


telling me, that the Earl ſubmitted to my 
reſtrictions as the dictates ¶¶priety and 


decorum. 

1 é coloured, trembled, and was ſilent; 
but as this was attributed to my youth and 
modeſty, it was not noticed. My lover 
expreſſed himſelf very elegantly on the oc- 

cafion, and every unprejudiced perſon muſt : 
1 have 
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have acknowledged/that he was deſerving 


every return I had in · my power to make. i 


Vet, ſueb is the perverſeneſb of human na- 


ture, that we are prone to daſh away the 


tup of happinels: within our reach, and 


| afp an e ſee. 


- Charles Blckamy wht fficer hundred a 


year, roſe, in my opinion, ſuperior to the 


Earl of Loudon, with three times as many 


thouſands; and who, except one defect in 


fits temper, cold boaſt as many attractions 


ee Obarles, - n 


The = brakes preprn for »þ 


mut Caroline was pale 2 


r TREE” 


4 FRY: no) 1 cauſe to attribute be 
dejection of the ladies toy: perhaps envy, 
atthe puer ef my" ſplendid debt. 
9 | ment. 
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ment. Alas! I thought hop trifling a rea 
fan it was. But Lknew not, then, that the 
unhappy Caroline pined beneath a load of 


anguiſh, tortured by an bopeleſs paſſion, 
and finking under the TOO of unre· 
n love. 7 


F 5 a ſri of hs cantly over W 
ad as ſoon as it was light next morning T 
aroſe, in expectation of Lady Eltham's 
carriage calling for me; nor was 1 — 
pointed, ere 1 was ao 3.6 it came. 


With a heart clate wich hope, yet treme 
bling with fear, I entered 
tham received me with *all 
neſs ;. Clara with pleaſuse ſpavklivg in her 


eyes; and Charles, with reſp@@almoR ap- * 


proaching to ſolemnity. We&-arrived at 
Eltham Lodge by dinger=Ugje, | in "high 
_ without any accident. 


The foriomndiog farnilies haſtened-1 to 
F 


it, Lady El- 
Mate polite- 


pay 
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Klex that heretofore enlivened our circle, 
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pay their compliments to Sir Charles, it 
being his firſt appearance at his ſeat; fince 
he became poſſeſſor of it. Eltham Lodge 
was the abode of pleaſure. Every ſpecies 


of rural gaiety was diſplayed to gratify our 
two ladyſhips. We were the divinities, at 


whoſe ſhrine every thing that was gay and 
agreeable was offered, as a ſherifivel to 


gain our S 


But how mall 1 deſcribe the elegance, 
the grace, that attended every action of Sir 


Charles? He ſpoke not of love; but every 


movement of his expreſſive eyes, told me 


1 was the go his adoration ! Oy: fond 


Ts be e at n. which obſervation 
convinced me, deftroyed the felicity of my 
friend, She grew penfive and reſerved. 


by 
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by. the brilliancy of her wit, and the un- 


bounded vivacity of her humour; was now 
ang and „ 2 


* i 

"Lady Elthatn er aden 
ing indiſpoſition. I only, gueſſed at the 
real cauſe. She, herſelf, attributed it to 
a violent cold, caught by dancing, and not 
taking: proper care of herſelf afterward, at 
a rural treat we had been preſent at a fe 
ons ors. 


Sir charles, nd the vs od. lady, be- 
lieved this to be the caſe; and, though I 
had many reaſons to think otherwiſe, yet 


was IL mean and ſclfih,gnough! to ne | 
Meigs was .. 


e 


Ae Aeſpicable do we ak . nodes: 
. influence of our paſßons ! I, Who 
could not have killed a fly, could now fee 
an amiable creature, whom called my 
friend, fink into. deſpondency, and know 


res myſelf. 
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together. Id pus of our tele a ties, hd told 


Language was inadequate to my nen 
ds I fainted in his arms? 
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myſelf the cauſe ! Vet, cheriſh the means 
3 ſo. 5 0 in 2 Hoe 


- o 

=. "*. WF. Fi k ® 
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To what infatuating lengths did this 


in- Rarted paffion lead mel It was impoſſi- 


dis t6 hope for ſuch a connection, with rhe 
e of my friends; ind, without 


lu an the honoty of my en and * 
eff. 


Ein 


Clara now declined going out (yet would 
not hear of returning; as Thad wrote to ſtay 


lJonget) and as Lady Elfman ſeldom left ker, 


Sir Charles and I were conſequently the 


me, with all the energy of love, how muck 
he adored me! Although it was a decla- 


ration, by no means unexpected, but ar- 


dently wiſhed for, the joy, the bliſs it con . 
veyed to my heart, was too much for ine! 


Terrifie d 


* OI a 1 
—— — cy Cn — ä — — O05 2 I — — 2 ⏑ 
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Terrified to ſee me in ſuch a ſituation 
and uncertain of the cauſe, he knew not how = 
to act; but, as joy had cauſed the ſuſpen- 
ſion of my faculties, a ſhort time ſufficed 
to recover me. I opened my eyes! He knelt 
beſide me! Diſtraction was painted in his 
face l I looked at him! Ah that look 
vas ſufficient ! It ſpoke the animated lan- | 
guage of my ſoul! He felt its full force, 
and bleſſed. me for the dear confeſſion !-. 


I reflected not, but gave myſelf up to 
the delightful idea of being the wife of the 
idol of, my ſoul l —equally in love, but 
more the maſter of his feelings. He poured 
out the effuſions of his heart at my foet, but 
dropped a hint that perhaps my father 


would ;deſpiſe the ſmallneſs of his h. 
ſions. 


\ Try 


This awakened ' agonizing reflections! 
Recollection told me what L muſt expect 
en pale with apprehenſion! Alarmed 
AJ INT F. 5 at 
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at my perturbation, my lover. aſked the 
__ reaſory Unable to doncel my ſenfations; 
I diſcloſed all the IRE n 
5 1 labouted. JO 


He hears with bed 4250 dent aevenlih; | 
che woes of my heart; and then painted 
the refined joys ariſing from mutual love, 
and the ſweet Coniforts of retited Hfe, in 
ſuch glowing colouts, that my boſom 
heaved again with joy. Re-animated at his 
deſcription, - and ſdothed by the mild elo- 
quenee that flowed from his lips, I'pave 
mnyſelf up to the moſt agreeable thoughts; 
and, forgetting the duty Lowed as a ehild; 
the ahguiſh I:howld implant in the boſom 
of Clara Fitsgefald; und ſcarce femetiber- 
ing what I owed thyſelf, I ſwore to be his! 
on my n „ "_— faith to be his 
wife! 
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- Raſh, es: ervitrss 1 une 
knen what * Hurried by an impulſe 
"Of ungovernable 


r * — . _— 
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ungovernable; and unpardonable, I de- 
voted myſelf to miſery! For how could Þ 
expec Heaven to ſmile on fo en 
an act of diſobedience ?: 2 

After POO we found opportuni- 
ties frequently, to renew the ſubject of our 
increaſing tegard; too happy to be re- 
ſtrained, every moment diſcovered the ex- 
tent of his love and mann 


1 bad a-prohibitea any menrion of our at- 
tachment to Lady Eltham, as J dreaded 
Clara's knowledge of it, who now ſeldom | 
left her room. We had ſeparate apart- 
ments, on account of her ind iſpoſition. 
She ſcarce took any notice of tne, but treated 
me with a chilling politeneſs that went to 
my heart. I knew the eauſe too well to 
aſk her, as I wanne at the rms court an 
open rupture. zar 


Vet why ſhould Lady Clara conceive fuch 
ens an 
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an averſiom towards me? If Sir Charles: 


Eltham had not loved me; was. it fa neceſſary 
conſequence that. ſhe would have been his 


choice? Beſides, ſhe had not made me 


the e of hey . f 


8 elt dd 1 argye:i- 3 it is. 


not meant to extenuate my o]n eonduct. 
yet, ſurely, reprehenſible as I. was, I. de- 


ſerved. not my puniſhment through. her- 


means; not but that I ought to have cor- 


rected pens en of a, 2 thats i in * 


EY 
Fa 


. 1 in.the-ſoxiery.of thoſe ow love, 


time rapidly paſſes away; fleet ing as a ſha»: 


dow, we hardly perteive hours, days, or 
even years roll on. So, it was with us, and 
my term of abſence ſoon expired too ſoon, 
according to the happy minutes I. then 


ſpent, e to a long ſeries of "—_ I 


But, not to dwell. upon wack trivial_cir- 
ref | cumſtances 
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ecumſtandesi At the appointed time 1 re- 
turned, not dating to ſolicit further ſtay, 
= it mould create ſuſpicion of my attach- 


t. I parted with Lady Eltham and 


= (who ſtill remained at the OR 
an tears on all ſides, 


* 1 % 4 
* 4 * } #4 . 


| Aly Etthais kad, Tvalieve; 2 fincers 
aff<&tion for me; and The was doubly dear 
to me, ow aeeeunt of Ker own merit, and 
her dear ſon's. Clara ſeemed to Have for- 
gotten her diſpleaſure, and behaved as ſhe 
was wont to do. I felt as if T could have 


given up my 6wn happineſs to have inſured 


her's, | But this was "momentary. The 


charidt drove'to thy! _ and Sir Charles | 


was ty: _ 161230176) 5 s 5 . 

Every kind of a 1 at his 
approach; and the thought of parting with 
him, was the only painful one that obtruded 
on my memory. He propoſed to accom- 
1 280 me home, as the neglect of ſo neceſ- 

ſary 
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ſary a piece of politeneſs, would have ap- 
peared. range indeed! Wa were ſoon at 
our journey's end, but not before we had 
ſettled every particular "_— 25 our fu; 
dur Gorrsſpogdency. t 1 6 %% 82510 
abit lie uo 21697 N 
As the be expected me, they were 
not ſurpriſed. at my appearance; not in the 
leaſt doubting but my friend was come to 
town likewiſe-rbut eee unde: 
ceixed in Wi elbe 
Sn 224; Aci 
Sir Charles; e . aviation; if 
ſpent the day with us. My father appear» 
ed muck. pleaſed; with, him, and begged 
their acquaintance might not end there: 
This was immediately acquieſced with, as 
an 2 too ee to be refuſed. 
20 Sri 12%. 
605 c were all Favor . When my 
Right Honourable. lover made his:appedrt 
ance |... It, feemed..as if his preſence had 
comm unicated Rcaric ſuock to us all:! 
Ty, My 
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My father Alone was collected. I know 
not what Lord Louden thought; but it 
muſt ſtrike him as very odd. I cdloured 
with ſurpriſe and vexation! Sir Charles 
looked agitated by love and deſpair, at tbe 
fight of his accompliſhed rival. Lady 
Caſtlehaven turned involuntarily to Carc- 
line; who looked pale and melancholy. In 
proportion as the Earl's attention to me 
man fo did our cDNA 2 
bey baker ka at us, as if foi MAY 
nation, whilſt the Earl's ſcrutinizing eyes 
were confitied to Sir Charles, and myſelf. 
For the firſt time, ſince I knew him, I 
wiſhed my favoured lover far away. I fancy 
he divined. m n, for he . took his 
leave. F175! rat 00 1. 


1 aſſumed as ancaabarradihedis an air as is 
could, and, after thanking him for his pro- 
tection, hoped he would ſometimes favour 
us with : a call, My father enforced the 

invitation, 
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Arn xitatlon, joined by Lady — 
1 * eee * piety. 


- 2M * kr t went 
1 q "After be was une, they ran unani- 
El abi in his praiſe. |My checks glowed 
nl with delight at their commendation: of my 
=_ beart's. firſt wiſh ; when, ſuddenly,' Lord 
. Loudon, turning to me, and my father, al- 
| (> * | _  ternately, exclaimed, ** How do you think 
A | | 4 e I dare truſt this charming, accompliſhed 
EY! e creature, with ſuch an inſinuating fellow 
eas this Eltham? It is impoſſible” be 
gf © * ſhould behold ſuch glowing beauties un- 


We * moved ; and he is far too agreeable, for 
8 i . © me not to fear him. Plead for me, my 
g e dear Lord Caſtlehaven, to your lovely 
I | daughter to take off this cruel prohibi- 

f tion, leſt my filence ſhauld tempt. ſome 
_ © bolder man to tell his love and adoration, 
© and gain the invaluable prize _ Lady 
& Emma's heart,” 225 * 01 

e was offended. My anger- toe at bis 

t indelicate 


q t 
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ndelicats preſumpriot : 


rangue, rivetted me to my chair, by the 


erxpreſfion in his eyes. He ſeemed to wiſh 


to penetrate my very ſoul, and indeed the 


tenor of Lord Loudon's diſcourſe, and | 


marked emphaſis of his. words, implied a 
belief of what 5 had . 


My fi father faid, © the Earl was e 
« right. That it was a fooliſh reſtriction; 


* and he gave him — uberty! to 42 his 


«© own cauſe. ” 


He then advanced, and, with one knee 
bent to the ground, begged, my ſanction 
66 might follow wy father's nat 95 


1 was every any; alfcfted, Shocked at 


this prof oſpecX of the deprivation'of my hopes, 
in the midſt of my fancied ſecurity, I was 
ready to faint. But pride, offended pride, 


we dictated 


7 


* 


yet dare I not ſhet | 
my reſentment; for my father, whoſe looks 
had been directed to me during this ha- 


% 
3 . m 
= 


CY 
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dictated · to my. tongue, and I could not help 
exchiming, . Mock not me, my lord, by 
* your affected humility; conſcious that 


66 ou have gained the father on your fide, 


«c urge not, with ridiculous ſupplications, 
6 your ſuit to his child; certain as you are, 


20 * that [ muſt avow no. will, but bis! - 


A certain degree 4 1 adapted 
to my ſtile, accompanied this ſpeech. The 
zeally amiable (though fometimes: miſ- 
taken) Loudon, was thunder-ſtruck ; and 
my. dear parent was hardly intelligible, 
with rage! But I underſſood enough to 
convince me that he ſuſpected me of hav- 
ing engaged my affections elſewhere, 1 
wept ! ! Loudon intreated me, and ſoothed 
Ny father, by turns.) : | 


'T 1 at length, led, and ended 
In my aſking pardon for ei to ob- 
Jeet to * my father thought right, and 


urged, 
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urged; as a plea, unjuſt accuſations, and 
their n ncvaes gs Maar 


I had nearly betrayed myſelf; from my 
tract to exculpate my conduct; for, in 
reality, I had been accuſed of nothing, It 
was mere ſuppoſition in the Earl (at leaſt 
it might be thought ſo) yet, knowing it 
to FIR ny” 1 took | it as if u meant. 


The Earl took bs lire; after abiaiing 
my pardon for giving me ſo much pain.— 
T inſtantly retired, dreading a further in- 
veſtigation of the matter. My good „ 
friend ſhed tears of joy at the ſight of me; 
but thoſe of grief ſoon uſurped their place, 


at the ſecond view of me— pale, Aker — 
15 allicked. 8 g 


The fight of her ſeemed to relieve the 
oppreſſion of ſorrow l laboured under. No 
longer able to reſiſt a wiſh to be pitied; I 
: a: my head in her. compaſſionate bo- 

2, fom, 
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4 


ſom, and poured out my griefs before her], 
I recapitulated evety thing here related; 
and begg ged her advice how to act ? 


"She = not 1 to * — Mored at 

my unhappineſs, and the. vifible preference 
T gave, Eltham, her affection. made her co- 
incide in wiſhing we were united; yet, pru- 
dence and reaſon told her, how unavailing 
ſuch wiſhes were; and urged her to repre- 

 ſent+to, me, the extreme impropriety of my 
conduct, and the impoſſibility of my fa- 
rher's eder conſenting to ſo diſproportionate 
an union, in point of rank and fortune; 
which, excluſive of his engagement to Lord 


Lada, be wow never rede. 


All this I Ke. Surg therefore, agreed. 
as to the truth of it; though my beart re- 
fuſed. to acknowledge the juſtice of fuch. 
objections... In this diſpoſition, we conti- 
nued e the reſt of the * 1 could? 

not 


4 21 1 
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wot convince her I'was right, nor .could the 
en me 50 Was w . 


For Fond A 185 this Lady « Caſtle-- 
haven treated me with. uncommon atten- 
tion; ſhe.was even affectionate, Surpriſed 
at- behaviour ſo different from her former 
conduct, I obſerved to Brudenell the change. 
Ever penetrating, and judicious, ſhe bid 
me beware of her inconſiſtency, as ſhe was 


certain no good lay cloaked under ſuch a 
maſk. 8 


- Young, thoughtleſs, and inexperienced 
in guile I rejected the ſuppoſition as erro- 
neous ; and fondly flattered my ſelf that my 
agreeable deportment had opened her eyes 
to my merit; and, that commiſeration of 
my. fate, in being obliged 1 to ſuffer addreſſes 
I. diſliked, had awakened her compaſſion : 4 
and, her praifing Eltham on every occaſion 
that offered, won me entirely. 
| _ G5, 3; 
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ooh T, who had confidered her as my enemy > 
as one who had endeavoured to deprive me. 
of the invaluable bleſſing of a parent's fond 
affection, was now always. at her elbow.. 
She perceived her advantage, and by that 
infinuating mode of ſpeech, ſhe ſo well 
Knew how to adopt, ſhe gained poſſeſſion 
of my fecret!— I confeſſed. I pee 2 
NE Charles Eltham !: ; 
+ „ Chor rndiferetion;, as on a as 
it had eſcaped me, L would have given up 
all in my power to: have recalled it. But 
ſhe ſpoke ſo highly of.his-merit ;.pitied me 
 ſo-murch;; and finally, made ſuch promiſes 
chat ſhe would intereſt herſelf in my behalf, 
that 1 was rejoiced F had confided in her; 
and, to convince me how much ſhe regard - 
7 . 5 „„ ed me,! I, id 1 ee was tar confidant. 
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She told me that Caroline, her poor un- 
fortunate girl, was dying for Loudon, and 
chat the was afraidiſhe was going faſt into a 


n * - OE; 
* 4 - 
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decline, which ſhe. attributed tothe atten- 

tion he paid me, and the fear that Lou 
not withſtand his elegant accompliſliments,, 
e father's. wiſhes.. Bra Kos 


me wept- at the recitak! of Caroline's- 
hopeleſs paſſion; and I could but bear her- 
company. L became, on a ſudden, very 
compaſſionate, and extremely ſorry that my 
few charms ſhould ſtand in the way of her: 
daughter's happineſs ;: and vowed I. would: 
not wed Loudon, even though it were im- 
* for me to y_w Charles... 
* 


She ed my goodneſs, extolled 
my beauty, and begged I would, at al 


times, command her beſt en, e | 


on her anne 


Sizes ſtrange, how mutable? is as nd 
heart! I could fee. Clara Fitzgerald, my. 
favourite friend, languiſh in deſpair, and 
not relieve her. And I could commiſerate 
| Caroline 
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Caroline Euſton, whom heretofore I'diſ- 
liked, who laboured under the fame afflic- 
tion. Equally in my power, I preferred 
one I did not love, and caſt away her I had 
the greateſt regard for. Had not my paſ- 
ſion ſo: entirely clouded my reaſon, Lady 
Caſtlehaven's confeſfion of Caroline's at- 
tachment, muſt have told me, I. was the. 
"yu of her. nn Tf 


We went . deal into 1 1 
don was my moſt obſequious ſlaye. The 
world gave us to each other; and the newſ+- 
papers announced the intended union. 


I found opportunity to tell my amiable 
Eltham, the fracas that happened after he 
left us that night, and he modelled his 
conduct accordingly. I alſo told him of 
Lady Caſtlehaven's kindneſs. . He, like 
me, conſidered it in a very favourable light, 

and ac 4 Spurt to ber on the occaſion; 
93; IS. FFF 
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and he treated me with that polite — 
is Rr which was due to my rank. 


i My father's ſaſpicions loſt ground, and 
he was received at all times when we ſfaw 
company. Moreover, Lady Caſtlehaven 
_ rhe RIG far him to ſee me alone. 


Without any Ab derung 
ſome months elapſed; when my father and 
Loudon began to talk of ſettlements, 
cloaths, and equipages. My heart ſick- 
ened at the idea, and haſtened tomy en 
fidant, far conſolation and advice ! pgs on 


She was gripe for me, ine} abe the 
violence of my father's temper; but knew 
not how to adviſe me. She would conſider 
of it we could not be too cautioußs—ſhe 
ſhould be miſerable, was. any ill to happen 
to me ſhe loved me, as ſhe did her 7 
child and would found my father that 
evening. | | 

3 


— 
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In ſuch manner did this artful woman 
play upon my eaſy credulny! EF ſhould: 


have conſidered how many cauſes ſhe had 


to wiſh me am alien to my father! If I 
married Charles Eltham, I ſhould incur 

my father's laſting diſpleaſure, and her 
children reap the fruits of his favrour! Ca. 
roline would then have ſubſtantial hopes of 
engaging Loudon's affection! And the 
would. * ee _ va one ſhe n . 


- 


11 had cd 88 e perlape 


I might then have been happy !—I ſaw 


Eltham, that evening. Alarmed at their 


wiſhing to precipitate matters, he urged 


me, with all the eloquence of love, to- 
elope with him! In an evil moment, I con- 
ſented; provided. Lady Caſtſehaven found. 


my father. determined to uaite me to > the: 


Earl! 

6 | * 

I. ſhould have mentioned that I had for- 

bore to talk. about love to Brudenell, and. 
ED ens the 
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the good woman flattered herſelf, from my 
cheerfulneſs, that all was well, and had 


not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the contrary— nor 
did I undeceive her. 


Side: Clara  Fizgerald was now, and 
had been ſome time, in town. She was, 
apparently, better, and we kept up an in- 
tercourſe of ſeeming friendſhip; but it was 
frigid, indifferent, and lifeleſs, to what it 
had been. It, however, blinded the world, 
whe would have noticed an open breach in 
our conduct towards each other. The good 


Lady Eltham was, as uſual, Kind and at- 
tentive to me. 


When I faw Lady Caſtlehaven next day 
alone, ſhe told me how much my father | 
was exaſperated at the bare mention of my 
regard for Eltham, and folemnly vowed © I 
** ſhould, ere a week older, be Counteſs of 
* Loudon, or an outcaſt from my family!“ 


Terrified 
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Terrifed at theſe menaces, I wept, at 


being redueed to ſo dreadful an alternative; 
as either to wed the man 1 loved not, or 
to be an object of hatred in my father's 
1 


IP, told PER the offer Elchara had made, 


| Ac ü arguments he had uſed to prevail 


upon me to go to Scotland! She was ſorry 
that no other means could be uſed to avoid 


.the hated match; and was of opinion that 


when the indiſſoluble knot was tied, Lord 
Caſtlehaven would be reconciled to us!. 


however, no endeavours on her ſide ſhould 


be wanting : 


Se 


Thus, intreated by love! urged by de- 


ſpair! and deluded by art! I'confented to 
forfeit my father's affection! my own pre- 


tenſions to 1 f and the n TO 
opinion ! Fo; 5 1 + 


How ungovernable are our paſſions, when 
1 not 


= lh I moons, $I. © 4" 
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not under the influence of diſcretion. and 


reaſon I cannot help tranſcribing a paſ- 


| ſage of a difcourſe, by an elegant author, & 
on the Duties of the Young,” which 
does honour to his feelings, as a Man, odd 


a Chriſtian. 


' < The lively ſpirits of the young gild 


every opening proſpect. The field of 


ve hope appears to ftretch wide before them. 


5e Pleaſure ſeems to put forth its bloſſoms 


on every fide. Impelled by defire, fot· 
yard they ruſh with inconfiderate ardour: 
prompt to decide, and to chooſe ; averſe 


eto heſitate, or to enquire; credulous, 
„ becauſe untaught by experience; raſh, 
ͤäbecauſe unacquainted with danger; and 
e headftrong, becauſe unſuddued by dil. 
46 „ | 


” 'The whole of theſe excellent diſcourſes 
have a tendency to mend the heart, im- 

I. prove 
* Dr. Blair, 
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prove the morals, and rectify the conduct. 
Such as this charming writer paints the 
young and e to be—was 1. | 

as had been wa in our PRs to ce- 
lebrate, with particular feſtivity, the birth- 
day of my father, at Caſtlehaven Park, a 
feat he had about fifty miles from town-— 
The time now approached, and we pre- 
pared for our excurſion. A great number 
of people were invited. Amongſt the reſt, 
Sir Charles Eltham, Lady 1 Lord 
e Nc. 


| "Tae haben told me, with 3 
apparent diſtreſs, that my father intended 
10 have me married there, in ſight of his 
friends; and as a further coroboratien of 
that, ſhe had orders to ſend to our tradeſ- 
people for patterns of ſilks, & c. & c. and 
that all my mother's jewels were to be new 
let for me. 


Di ſtrated 


7 


* 
R 
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Diftracted at this information; I'liſtetied 
greedily to her. advice. She intimated, that 


as Sir Charles and Loudon would be both 
there, I ſhould have an opportunity of going 
off with: Eltham, anſuſpected, at. the maſked 
ball, which was to be given on account of 
the birthday.. She, herſelf, undertook to 
manage the matter. I ſubmitted to her. 
| rage and was undone! 


| Bat, not to dwell too 1 on a ſubjeck, 


at which my heart dies within me. The 
time arrived —and I: was miſerable * > 


eben! ! 


Sir ABR and I had behaved to each 
other with an. eaſy politeneſs that would 


moſt: effe&ually. have baniſhed ſuſpicion, 
had not. private. reſentment fruſtrated the 
plan. 8 f I 


15 urged by miſtaken notions of delica- : 
oy, had by __ the evening before, ſti- 
| pulated 
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the aid of a. ſmelling bottle I recovered. 
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pulated for three things. Firſt, that we 


ſhould ſet off immediately after tea, as ſoon 
as all the people were maſked; the ſecond, 
that my own ſervant ſhould go with me in 
the chaiſe; and thirdly, that he (Sir 
Charles) ſhould be diſguiſed, and not ſpeak 


to me . the whole Journey. 


1 3 a 8 n which 
I put baſtily into my pocket, after Juſt ſee· 
ing he agreed A „ 5 


When the en moment arrived, 
I left the room. The chaiſe waited at the 
bottom of an avenue, ſhaded by ſpreading 
oaks. Being winter, it was dark as Erebus. 
1 flew to the chaiſe, and, almoſt breathlefs 
with fear, entered it. My maid was ſoon 
ſeated befide me; and the carriage ſhot 
like lightning on the road. A tremor, too 
great to be ſupported, ſeized me; and E 
ſunk lifeleſs. into the ſeryant's arms. By 


By 
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By my defire, we did not ſtop. upon the 
road, but had relays waiting for us at every 
poſt town. Too ſoon for my peace, we 
arrived at the fatal place; and. I became 
a wretched dupe to artifice! 


- 
ys 


According to my earneſt requeſt, Sir 
Charles (I thought) ſpoke not to me; only 
ſupported me to and from the chaiſe ; and, 
JL. could not help obſerving, . trembled ex 
ceedingly. Ldid not notice it to him, as 
that would have implied a wiſh to break the 
reſtriction I laid upon him; and I could not 
ſee.if he: was ill, .as he was wrapped, up in 
a.horſeman's great coat, had a large patch | 
upon | his eye, and his hat ſlouched over 
* face. 


"kan the dreadful ceremony began, I 
ſhrunk on the ſhoulder of my woman, and 
heard him whiſperingly and faultering ex- 
tremely, ſay his part of the ceremony,— 


No.wonder, if he was ſo. much agitated, 
H'; that 
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that T ſhould be ſo- too! I could hardly 
anſwer hs 1 will,” to the ſolemn demand! 


eee ; ah 
after the prieſt had pronounced us Man and 
Wife, my huſband approached, and em- 
en me as Counteſs ef Eoudon! 


TY was a. ſhock ee a bb to» 
| ſopport! „ ſunk to the earth! and, for 
ſix weeks, a bleſſed inſenſibility robbed me 
of the knowledge of my miſery !: 


At the expiration of thartline; Ine dawn- 
ings of reaſon returned; and the firſt ob- 
i n, was my * — — | 


Ewas, at firſt, ignorant of the cauſe; 
but an explanation enſued that awakened 
me to an acute ſenfe of my woe. She re- 
fluſed to ſatisfy me relative to the miſtake, 

until better able to bear it; and only told 
me that I was at Eord Loudon's feat, m 

Glouceſterſhire ; 3 
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Glouceſterſhire; and that his Lordſhip was 
in the houſe, . nor had he ever left it "Luce: 
my illneſs. 


— 


— 
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From that time, owing to a ftrong;. un- 
impaired conſtitution, I mended daily, and, 
conformable to the advice of my reſpected 
old friend, endeavoured to bring my ſelf to 

look with ſome degree of Pa 5 on wy: 
huſband... 


— 
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1 felt the force of her arguments; and 
as he reſtrained himſelf from appearing be- 
fore me, I requeſted to ſee him, when 1. 
was able to-fit up; for ſo total a revolu- 
tion had the the near approach of death, 

and the torments of a: fick-bed; made in 
my fentiments, rhat although I now Wa 
informed of the cruel deceit practiſed upon 
me, I felt no additional miſery! I ſeemed, 
indeed; to be grown callous to every refined 
fenfation ! And reflection convinced me, 
——that as he was now my huſband, and, alas 
my 


| gina n health ; - Ins alas! I carried a 
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my only friend, Lahould endeayour to do 
my duty as a viſe—mhatever: iel feel 
as a woman! 


Lord. Loudon received the meſſage with 
rapture, and attended me. Spite of my 
good reſolutions, I: burſt into an agony of 
tears, as he approached. He dropped on 
his knees, and ſobbed with violent emo- 
tion! He intreated forgiveneſs, in all the 


humility of earneſt ſupplication! I was: 


unable to ſpeak - but extended: my hand 
in token of pardon... 


- My emotions grew fainter every ſuc- 
ceeding interview, and, aided by reaſon 


and religion, I conquered my repugnance 


at the ſight of him, ſo far as to treat him 


with e Ms not. with, tenderneſs. g 


Ian 


1 of 


| bien 1 3 me to my ori- 


thorn 
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thorn in my boſom, that clouded my proſ- 


pects, and corroded every enjoyment! 


| By my defire, Lord Loudon waited upon 


my father, to requeſt permiſſion to pay our 
Joint requeſts to him. This, after ſome 


heſitation, was granted; but, at the ſame 
time he was told, I might expect to be re- 


ceived as a child whoſe conduct had re- 


flected diſhonour on my family; but, for 
the ſake of the mother who bore me, he 
would permit Lady Caſtlehaven to give me 
countenance, that the world might not 
hold me totally defpicable. 


This, though delivered in the gentleſt | 


terms, affected me deeply. Hard as it 
was, I conſented to go under fuch a diſa- 


greeable reſtraint, rather than be a ſtranger 


to my father, vainly, fondly flattering my- 
ſelf, that the propriety of my future con- 


duct, would reinſtate me in his highly va- 
lued favour. 


— 
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ſunk on my knees, and would have im- 


5 me; and begged of Lady Caſtlehaven, who 


promiſed for her; and, after ſpending a 
dull, ceremonious evening, we retired: to 
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But in this, and every other important 
wiſh of my heart, I was diſappointed. My 
father received me as a ſevere judge; whilſt. 
I ſhrunk abaſhed ut the auftetity of. his; 
looks; and could hardly ſupport myſelf till 
I reached the place where he ſat. I then 


plored his bleſſing, han not tears rendered 
156 voice nn 1 


be e Erl raiſed: me, nid. turniag-t to 
Lia; taok-our: hands, and joining them, 


* hoped, my. diſobedience as a child _ 


© not be. retorted- on me as a wife.“ 


* 


My huſband was all kind attention to 


appeared very diſtantly kind, to favour me 
with her preſence, to aſſiſt me in the fa - 
tigue of entertaining company. My father 


Our apartment. | 
. We. 


aw . 
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Me ſpent a week at Melcombe Park, 


which, after the firſt day, was ſomewhat 
more cheerfùdl. Caroline Euſton was not 
at home. Emily, I requeſted might go 
back with us. This propoſal was em- 
braced with unexpected avidity, by her 
ladyſhip; and Emily, in conſequence, ac- 
companied us. elf 160 - +12 


l was introduced at court, and, of courſe, 
into all the polite circles about. JameRA. 
At firſt, wherever I appeared, whiſpers 
circulated -at my expence; but time the 
univerſal filencer—ſtopped the career of 


impertinence, and I was permitted to enter 
a room, without any other notice than ſuch 


as my rank and fortune entitled me to; ex- 
cept by that fluttering herd of coxcombs, 
who think it incumbent on them to inſult 
every woman they ſee, with unmeaning 
gallantry : but, I hope, and believe, my 
conduct was regulated. by ſuch decorum, 
that no one could accuſe me of levity or 

| coquetry. 
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coquetry. And, indeed, neceſſity obliged 
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me to keep fo ſtrict a. guard over, my ac - 
tions, my words, and even thoughts, leſt 
they ſhould offend my huſband, who, un- 
fortunately for himſelf and me, too often 
fancied I did not love him! The ſuppo- 


ſu ion was not unnatural. But it was erro- 


neous. For he was, except in few in- 
ſtances, a kind huſband ! 


He aiticiftnred ay ls wiſhes; and when 
Reaſon 'gained her ſway over Paſſion, 
treated me in ſo tender a manner, that if 1 
did not love him violently, I was yet tran- 


Pn happy. 


15 cher years; 1 PREY the mother of 
two ſine children. This added to my com- 
forts. The ſweet ſenſations of a parent 
opened a new ſource of delight to my ſoul, 
My father too, was pleaſed wkh my prat- 
1 and abated W bg bis n 


Tas 


ed 
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Lady Caſtlehaven was coolly civil; and 
Caroline was haughty and ſupercilious. I 
was, however, under the neceſſity of pay- 
ing her the ſame compliment I had paid to 
Emily; and ſhe then pretended to be ſo 
much attached to me, that ſhe entirely 
lived with us. I muſt confeſs, I coveted 


not ſo much of her company, but dare not 
object to it; and I FaRtuated by no mo- 


tive to wiſh her abſen , but her partiality 
for Lord Loudon, W. 4h I began to be ap- 
prehenſive was rath 8 Gs than ** 
miniſhed. 


I was much ſurpr ed her mother did not 
ſee the impropriety; but did not mention 
it, leſt, wrong inter etations might be put 
on the matter; an befides, my huſband 


treated her in a mz ner ſo eaſy and careleſs, 


that I did not even ſuſpect wy thing repugr 
nant to diſcretior 


| It will nov be neceſſary to: explain the 
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real cauſe of my being Countefs of Lou- 


don, inflead of 1 ee 1 will re- 
Late 1 it. 8884 f Nen et 
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1207 Ca ilehaven had ſetttel matters, as 
before recited, with Sir Charles; and I had 
| altered my mind in reſpect to the hour of 
ſetting off, as IL was afraid if it was driven 
ſo late, We ſhould de diſcovered before we 
had meaſured half our journey; and the 
| 'other two articles were, 1 fancied, the re- 
ſalt of prudence: though the bad effect 


they produced, makes me doubtful whe- 
| ther i it was 5 or not. 


- The? letter which gave temat was 
by her delivered to Lady Clara—who had 
been mean enough to corrupt my ſervant. 
This ſhe immediately ſent, under cover, to 
Lord Loudon; and profefſed herſelf ready 
to aſſiſt him in carry ing me off, by inform- 
ing Eltham I was indiſpoſed, and had re- 
Lired for a few moments. | UE his ſucceeded 

E. | 4 in | 
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in 1 the enamoured- Loudon to her. 


They then concerted that ſhe ſhould imia 
tate Sir Charles's hand - writing, in the an- 


ſwer, and keep him in converſation. till we 


cloped.— This I learnt from Brudenell, as 
L never mentioned the Sreumſtanoe to my 
buſband. 


bie * P'S” 3 YE: 31-13 hat 
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. 8 as. if every we pied to 
carry von the deceit. When I left the room, 
Clara told Eltham: I was indiſpoſed, and 
had begged of her, as nobody knew the 


dreſſes, that ſhe would dance the: firſt: mi- 


nuet in her place, to prevent the company 


from noticing. it, as it was but e 1 


e ſoon return. 


"This, 1 And zuck 20 ther 
minuet was finiſhed, an expreſs arrived. to 


acquaint Sir Charles-and Lady Clara,. that 


Lady Eltham had been ſeized with an apo-- 
plectic 0 . e was men danger. 
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the deceit of Clara» 
TLondoti Land the fillal'dffeftion of Elthatm, 
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Sir Charles was almoſt diffracted ; bur 
did not befitate a moment. Clara was 
neerly as bad, and was ready i in a few mi- 


nutes to go which time Charles employed 


in begging of Lady Caſtiehaven to deliver 
a ſhott note to me, on my return to the 
company; or on my indiſpoſition continu- 
ing, to ſend it to me, as he knew ſhe could 


got lee then O —Clata watched him 


166 elofel) fel tn to mor te Wan 


heit der fate 


Ly * * 


1 do ben: 


e the edhbeet my own heart 
tk unbounded fove of 


Join in fruſtrating the defigns of diſobedi⸗ 
ence. But, undoubtedly, the unerring 
haridi6f Providence diretted the blow, that 
finally, Rinks Are Ereature' to _ earth. 
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The Wneſs of Lady Eltham, and the 
ſhocking cataſtrophe that fince happened, 


authoriſes ſuch a ſuppoſition, Let -me, 


then, 


IND HER FAMILY: 8 a 


Gilg bow ſabnnffive: to chat: Power who, 
for wife purpoſes, afflicted ſuch a worm as 
me; and endeavour, by humiliation and 
penitence, ta atone for the trauſgteſſiona 
that cauſed ſuch nn 


2 Fa +. 
a n ne bon ter ie az 
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On Lady Clara's being bügel i to IK 


Bady«Bltham, there was nobody left to 


perſonate me; and "being: fo early in the 
evening, it was obſerved, I: was abſent. 
Lady Caſtlehaven was therefore obliged to 
REIT the OT EO of my illneſs. . 
This gave ler an dea of leaving 
the room, to enquire, as I did not re appear. 
But how great was her aſtoniſhment to find. 


the report falſe, and me not to be found! 
She enquired minutely into Sir Charles's 
departure. That he went with Lady Clara, 


was evident Not having had an opportu- 


nity to inform her of the change I had made 


in the hour, rendered it unintelligible to- 
her, —Whilſt ſhe was ruminating on the 
N | gan 1 5 matter, 
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matter, the teteived a ſummons to attend 

the company. She knew not how to act; 
but thought beſt to ay I was laid down, in 

. ———— ee e 
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When far was wk md ha com- 
pany unmaſked, the myſtery was developed 
to Lady Caſtlehaven. Lord Loudon was. 
miſſing; and it appeared, from the eom- 
Pany, ps _ Rad 22 NM Marys -* 
tie Hani BW Al be 
she pm eee eee 8 
my father, who was all aſtoniſhment at a 
procedure ſo odd, as my elopement with 
the very man he bad Wen * n oy : 
nee SER: 8 15 28 8 


"He was:; too Pens agitaned-te return to 
the company ! Lady Caſtichayen. was little 
leſs ſo, fearibg the parti! ſhe bote in the plot 
would be diſcovered; and Caroline was in 
violent hy ſteries - Which was attributed to 
the 'afeftion ifhe bore me, and the ſhock her 


dtlicuq received at my acting ſo indifreetly ! 
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Two days paſſed, before any thing 
was. heard relative to us; when my fa-- 


ther, on the third, received an apologiz- 


ing letter from. Lord Loudon, explaining 
the motives. that urged him to betray the 
rights of hoſpitality ; and incloſed my note 


to Eltham, as a corroborating n 


— 


He then expatiated on the ſtate I was in, 
and begged he would permit Lady Caſtle- 
hayven to haſten into Glouceſterſhire; and, 
by her kind aſſiſtance, endeavour to ſooth 
my ſorrows !—This. he would not bave- 
done, had he known that her advice had: 


a OF. iodifergiions 1 
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7 my Father was angry been what w_ 
he then ? He execrated Elthãm as the 
greateſt of villains!! He curſed the hour: 
that made him fatber to ſo degenerate a 
creature as myſelf! and hoped death would 


obliterate the remembrance of me; and 


would not ſuffer even ons be made 


of my health. | Yet 


In vain ſlie reer her innbcence He 


tated, . that this, added to what he had be- 


wn eee W Shag: 1842 


rs LADY. EMMA. ME LCOMBE 


he did me à favour l He ſent for my:goodz 
innocent Brudenell, and accuſed ::her as 
being privy, to my intended diſobedience. 


diſcharged. her the houſe, and bid her telb 
the undutiful rebel, that he diſavowed her. 
as a child! & 


Ab! how fatally has-that'one act of Qil-- 
obedience been puniſhed! { But, to- pro- 

ceed. In the firfÞ paroxiſms-of rage, my 
father- wrote to Eltham. It arrived juſt: 
when his mother had: ſhewn ſome figns of 
recovery. But his ſpirits- had been ſo agi- 


fore undergone, -threw: him into a. violent 
fever, which ended in- a profound melan 
choly ; from which all! the _—_ of his 


>; 13+ 

| Paſfive 2 ina@ive; 5 aim bim 
abroad, ; whither . his mother, and Lady 
4 „% Cha 
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Clara aceompanied him. Sea-fickneſs, } 
| change of elimate, and objects, reſtored! | | 
him; and time, added: to Clara's unre- | 
mitted attention, unwearied aſſiduity, and | 
apparent partiality, made him ſobmit to 
his mother's wiſhes—and be became the = 


huſband of Lady Clara, about the time my 
ſweet Emma was born. 
abs wotrated od. nb «20 
1 a — but a 
wiſh that he might never find out the du- 
phicity his wife had practiſed againſt his 
peace; and a hope that they would conti- 
nue abroad — not that I had any fear either 
of his wiſhes, or my. own, derogating from 
propriety ; but I was apprehenſive of Lord 
' | Loudon's jealous diſpoſition being irritated 
3 at the preſence of Sir Charles; but as there 
at was no talk of their ſpeedy return, I con- 
demned theſe fears as cauſeleſs. 
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_ Happy in my children, fatisfied with my a . 
huſband, and reconciled, in a great degree, | 
mL, | to 
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| \ 
to my father, my time paſſed. very well, 
till tke extreme impropriety of Caroline's: 
conduct diſturbed my tepoſe. Lord Lou- 
don treated her with a degree of freedom 
borgering on contempt, which too plainly: 

evinced oy eg eſtimation in which he: 
hea Ben. 1 


N 


a 0910 


On a ſudden, his 8 changed 
He treated her with the-greateſt-attenti 

and ſcarce regarded me with common ci 
ir ary A m en nN 0 e 
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1 1 2 little cloſes 
which: joined: to. Caroline's dreffing-room,,. 
hen her-and-/Eouddn entered. I thought 
he had rode out, and was s aſtoniſhed to . 
W, ts A ovens 


* 4 5 


E 
1. 
17 
4 N 4 A 
* 4 * is 
* * : 
: pf 11 
E 1 ; 
_ ", Wi 
2 1 
5 14 
4 1 
7 þ 
MN... \ } 
. a 
2 il 
h : 
; : 
* 
- 0 * 
. 3 7 
3 
** 
1 
1 AS > 
: 
2 Þ 
pr 7 4 
5 74 6 
2 Kt 
23 Ki 
wH [| 
: 
« 4 * | 
LS 
? 
= i 
Wi 
*. RY 


I looked over the top of a fk curtain;. 
that was drawn before a glaſs door which 
_ communicated with the room; when, to 
| | | iy 
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my inexpreſſible mortification, I ſaw 5 


mit upon his Knee, whilſt he, with one arm 


-thrown round her waiſt, reclined his head 


upon her ſhoulder. '-She called him, © her 
„ dear, bewitching Loudon, and ſaid, 
4 ſhe could not, nor would not, ger 
life, if 9 of his company.“ 


- He ſeemed, as if endeavouring 1 to per- 
ſuade her to go ſome where; hut ſhe burſt 
into an agony of tears, which all his elo- 
nn and . could x not appeaſe. 

A was i uch diftreſs, I could ſcarce re- 
ſpire! My trembling feet would hardly 


convey me to my room, where Brudenell 


ſat nurfing my Emma. The fight of the 
child, increaſed my ſorrow to ſuch a degree, 
that I ſunk ſenſeleſs into a chair. I reco- 
vered; and a flood of tears relieved the an- 
ann of my n. 


| Brudenel [Ges TOY I now Aſeruiſed 


nothing 


* — 
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nothing, participated in my grief. 1 re- 


proached myſelf ſeverely, for neglecting 
to inform Lady: Caſtlehaven of my appre- 
+henfions:; as I -feared 1 had, by Hlenoe, 
contributed to her daughter's ruin; as it 
appeared evident that they had indulged 
their paſſions to a moſt criminal exceſs. 


I ſoon determined in what manner to 
at conſidered that I ſhould be equally 
culpable with them, if I ſtill concealed my 
knowledge of their unwarrantable intima- 
cy; beſide, it would be derogating from 
my dignity as Lady Loudon— from my 


honour as a wife — and from my affection 
as a mother. 


ded dinner; and could not help ſeruti · 


-. nizing into Caroline's dreſs; and obſerv- 


ing, whether there was not ſome unfor 
nate reaſon for her wearing a much larger 


hoop than faſbipn authoriſed! ! 
anita My 


"Sat by amo. ds. 1 at- 
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My huſband was more than uſually at- 
_ tentive to me, at dinner; and Caroline 


 Jooked vexed and embarraffed at the kind 


notice he took of me. I determined to im- 
prove the affection with which he treated 
me. To which purpoſe, I caſt away the 
appearance of dejection, and was: all life 
and ſpirits. 


He was enraptured, and aſked me what 

I had done at myſelf to be ſo uncom- 
© monly lovely?“ I anſwered, © becauſe 
he was ſo extremely good; and that L 
** ſhould be ungrateful, if I did not endea- 
& vour to make et agreeable.” : 


Poor Caroline, on ſortie pretence or other, 
left the room, but gave him a moſt re- 
proachful glance, as ſhe ſhut the door. - 1 
affected not to ſee it; but redoubled e 
endeavours to rat 2 | 
My two + lates I ſent for, and 
If K was 
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was delighted to ſee the effect their inno- 
cent prattle had upon my huſband. Ed- 
Ward Was ſat upon one knee, and my ſweet 
Emma on the other, when his own man 
brought him a note. I perceived the di- 
rection was Caroline's, and waited, with 
anxiety, to ſee the effect it had upon him. 


He appeared, at firſt, affected; but con- 
tempt was apparent in his countenance, at 
the concluſion. When he had read it, 
he looked towards me, and, no doubt, ſaw 
the emotion of my heart in my face. For 
he ſmiled, and ſaid, „what is amiſs, my 
* love? I ſhould actually ſuppoſe you were 
s of a jealous diſpoſition, did I not know 
* to the-contrary ?” © Why (anſwered I, 
rather archly) do you ever give me oc- 
« cafion? Of whom ſhould I be jealous ?” 


At the concluſion of my ſpeech, he tap- 
ped my cheek, ſaid, I was a good girl,” 
and roſe to go. I replied, in rather a 
| | mournfu} 


(_ 
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mournful accent, Will you leave me, 
< my lord? Hang that cruel note, I wiſh 
cc jt had been farther! You would then 
4 have ſtaid with, your poor Emma!“ 


 & Nay, now I am ſure you are jealous, ; 

« my love. Come, confeſs you would \, 
give a trifle to ſee this note. No, in- 

„ deed}, my lord, I would not; as it could 

« ſerve no purpoſe, but that of increaſing 

& my. contempt for the writer—if I may 

c credit the expreſſion of your countenance. 

& whilſt you read it?“ 


„What would | you infinuate, Emma 
© (retorted he)? Take care! Be not too 
| © haſty in forming conjectures! You are | 
© miſtaken; (added he, with * * - 
| & ſeverity)!” 


I had gone too far to recede nor indeed 
ö wovld I give up this opportunity to eome 
| to an. explanation. I, therefore, begged 
| + he 
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he would re-ſeat himſelf; at the ſame time, 
ringing the bell for a ſervant to take the 
children out of the room: : and then aſked 
him, * If I could think reſpectfully of the 
ce writer of that billet, after being an un- 
<« happy witneſs of what had paſſed that 
morning in Caroline's dreſſing- room?“ 


1 6 arms round his neck; and 
e begged he would not ſuppoſe 1 had hid 
60 myſelf purpoſely to watch him, hut that 
aceident alone had made me an e 
“ apainſt my own peace.” 

BF agitated, during this 
ſpeech; and, at the conclufion of it, folded 
me in his atms, and implored my forgive · 
neſs. << Is it poffible, my angelic wife 
& could know all this, and yet treat her 
% Loudon ſo kindly ? I have many apo- 
* logies to make to you, my beſt love. I 
& have behaved unbecomingly to you, 
« fince 1 have been infatuated with this 


cc 
1 
Wo 
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cc. girl; but, believe me, I have uſed no 
cc arts to ſeduce the unfortunate creature; 
cc ſhe more than met my advances ;. and, 
I am afraid I have felt more compunc- 
Ki tion on e than the: has.” 
[+56 Ik bw i it Guben 50 1 1 it all: 

She loved my Loudon, before T'was his- 
„wife. I ſhould have prevented the fatal 
N conſequences, by ſtopping the progreſs 
of it; but how could I think the wretched 
girl would ſo far forget every conſidera 
<« tion! But tell me, my lord, what is to 
i be done to ſave her from ſhame? Let 
me contribute all in my power to alleviate: 
*©-her miſery! Go to her—conſult her, 
*-whether ſhe will go to ſome of our te- 
c nants in Wales; or her mother muſt be 
«.acquaſated: with it? Fly to her, my 
«: deareſt lord, beſeech her to ſave herſelf 
ce from conſpicuous infamy ! Sooth her 
*forrow ! but do not forget you have a 
*©7vife, and two innocent cbildren?“ 
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My tears almoſt choaked the conclufion 
of my ſpeech! My: huſband kifled them 
away; and vowed, - no conduct of his 
ce ſhould render me unhappy A ſecond 
ſummons induced him to comply with my 

requeſt. He haſtened to the wretched vie- 
tim of her oun uncontrouled paſſions, and 
left me += ant to. e d reſlections. 


ee birne as. Mink which 
time, my thoughts were varied and: affect- 
ing. Every inflance ef my paſt life roſe” 
to my imagination; and L indulged, for 
the firſt time, fince my marriage, wiſhes. 
8 e 8 _ MA as a wife. 
154 
0 1 1 and rolls me,. 
ce he had left Carolme in violent fits, wht: 
„ the fell into an his propofing for: her to 
leave the bouſe. He had. ftaid to aſſiſt 
C in recovering her; and defired I would 
ter goß and, if ſne was no Os to fend Tor” 
% 3 n | 
I „ 5 1 
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I found her juſt cone to herſelf, bur ſhe 
nearly elapſed at the fight of me. I took 


her hand, and enquired how the found 


herſelf > She withdrew it in ſullen ſilence. 
I told the ſervants to leave the room; and 
then, in the gentleſt terms 1 could deviſe, 
aſked her, . how I muſt proceed? Whe- 
< ther ſhe! would accept of an afylum of 
our providing, or chuſe to have her mo- 
ce ther informed? I begged ſhe would be- 
© lieve that I bore her no malice for her of- 
5 fence, nor the tranſitory alienation of my 
< huſpand's affection; but that I would do: 
< any thing to prevent the fatal ſecret from 
<-tranſfparing.”>:: {i ont IHE 


She trembted prodigiouſſy, at the com- 


mencement of my ſpeech; but, at the con- 
clufion,, rofe, and with inconceivable- 


haughtineſs, aſked me, How I dare inſi- 


< nuate ſo vile a falſehood? That ſhe ſhould. 

< quit my houfe that day; and, I might 

depend upon ĩt, the would not fail to ac- 
5 quaint; 
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1 „ quaint Lord and Lady Caſtlehaven with: 
my ſcandalous aſperſion of her character, 
* and dared me to name her aecuſer.“ 


I was abſolutely petrified; . at her con- 
| | ſummate aſſurance, and had not power to 
. | ſpeak. Of this, ſhe took advantage ; rung: 
| the bell for her maid,” and, by giving or- 

ders: about packing up her cloaths, kept 

her in the room, by which means ſhe pre- 

vented me from renewing the ſubject, had 
I beea ſo diſpoſed; not that I felt much 
= | iaclination to do it, I. muſt confeſs.. 


„ 


The determined impudence of her man- 

ner, convincing me it would be of no ef- 
fect. I, therefore, left her to act as ſhe 
thought proper; and ſought my huſband e 
to give him an account of the bad eie 5 
of IRE ry | 
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| - He cm 3 diſturbed, ind ſaid, FRY . 
FT was afraid the girl would do. us much in- 
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jury with my father; and wiſhed I bad not 
proceeded ſo fat! 


Extremely hurt, at his diſapproving 
what I had done, as it was ſcemingly by his 
approbation; and, at the ſame time, dread - 
ing leſt it ſhould proceed from his attach- 
ment to her, and his unwillingneſs to part 
with her, I ventured to aſk him, in a tre- 
mulous voice, „What injury Caroline 
c could do us, as the truth of my allocuon 
9 muſt r 20 


To which de-repiied; 10 Phat 10 any a 
t gree it muſt injure us. The real ſtate of 
«© the cafe would ſet my father entirely 
« againſt him, as a profligate fellow that 
c had abuſed the truſt repoſed in him, and 
© betrayed unſuſpecting innocence. - On 


* the other hand, if by any poffible acei- 
dent, the little inviſible ſhould not ap- 


te pear, then I ſhould incur his anger, as a 
* jealous creature, who ſcrupled not at de- 
preciating 


. 
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|  *< preciating the character of the object of 
4 | © my unjuſtifiable jealouſy! ?? 

i E | Dſatisſied with theſe reaſons, yet know- 
Bs | & ing it. might be ſo, I was diſtreſſed to de- 
_ termine in what manner to act.— My fa- 
1 ther's affection had been, for ſome time, 
Y 3 iy | precarious; and this circumſtance, which 
= ever way conſidered, would certainly tend 
8 to a every kind pee N in Os ws 
; A | Yours |: (E624 4*t111 5 3 26: XGA 
_; - d [2 
YN | 'T o add to my AilfarisfaRtion, Loudon 
3 | told me he had-never-reecived-afarthing 
q 3 | from my father; as our unexpected mar- 
1 * riage had totally excluded ſettlements, 
i 4 | «. &c. therefore, my father was not obliged 
38 ' * to give me any thing, unleſs he pleaſed ;: 
NY and that, no doubt, Lady Caſilehaven 
k would endeavour to tum the ſeale in her 
1 6 favour,” Cf . 13117. v7 
oh ; | | Ig "This. information affected me exceed: 


1 n ingly; 


AND HER "FAMILY: "hab 


ingly; as it ſhewed me in' how little eſti- 
mation I was held, either by my father or 


huſband : as one withheld what he dught 


to have beſtowed; and the other was not 
generous enough to make a ſettlement upon 


me, unleſs he could have an 1 adequate re- 
UTR: | 


Vexed and diſtreſſed, as I was, it was 


with difficulty I kept my temper. My huf- 


band ſaw the conflicting paſſions with 
which I was diſturbed, and endeavoured 
to ſooth me; bidding me not to make 
« myſelf unhappy, . as nobody ſhould 
“ heneeforth have it in their power to in- 
c jure or inſult me; for he would be my 
* guide, protector, and friend; and that 
if I would but forgive his late treſpaſs 
upon my goodneſs, it ſhould be the wary 
" of his 15 to make me amends.” 


What could * or do? I was obliged 
to appear pleaſed, when, at the ſame time, 
my 
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my hear t was torn by a variety of emotions. 
As à daughter, wife, and mother, I felt 


aponizing pangs! Prudence obliged me 
to: diſguiſe, what ps would _ be- 


MORE: 


To be be Caroline ſet off, whilſt 
we were deliberating the matter ; and I was 
ſo pleaſed to have her out of the houſe, that 
I forgat The e a the FONG: 
2 1 


| b 4b dene my fancied felici- 
ty! A letter arrived from my father, which 


_ contained the bittereſt invectives againſt 


Lord Loudon ; repreſenting him as an 
<<. abandoned villain, who had wantonly de- 


_ © ſtroyed the peaceiof a whole family; and, 


© as to me, I was an ignorant, blind creature, 
hom every body might impoſe upon; 
« and that I might depend upon it, the 
** curſe. of intended diſobedience would fall 
«heavy upon my own head.” — This un- 

Kone | gracious 


An EN FAMILY, nay 


Pasa ei e neee ite 
forbidding us both rhe hquſez and 3 threat 
ro Make ys repent, jt we flivulged.the fer 
efet of the . poor, dear unfortunate crea 
« tures misfottune.” 2 


1 Bae e e eee 
the perulal iat La Ny t en- 
tjrely exeluded end Bonker my. only | 
parent's fayour. My children too, would 
be deprived of u Age they might 
have derived from their grandfather's par- 
tiality. The reflections upon my diſobe- 
dience, I foreſaw would awaken diſagree- 
able thoughts in my huſpand's mind; and 
I knew, for 2 certainty, that if Lord Lou- 
don ſhould take any unfortunate pique 
againſt me, I might, with my infant Em- | 
ma, be abandoned to want and miſery !— 
Lord Loudon made no comments upon 
it; but I ſaw diſſatisfaction in his counte- 
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vet happily for ſome time. Earetive was 
ſill at home. Her child had been dead 
ſome months; and ſhe was fortunate enough 
to eſcape both diſcovery and cenſure. 


1 now Tate near” to the moſt urkappy 
moment of my whole life! Diftreſs and 
horror, at the recolleckion of the fatal 
ſtroke, that deprived my children of a pa- 
rent, and myfelf of a huſband, almoſt, at 
this period, deprive me of the power of 
- proceeding 3 TEAR 


Sir Charles and Lady Clara Ne HI now 
arrived from Italy. The firſt information 
of which alarmed. me exceedingly ; as. I 

dreaded the conſeious rifleftions of my Lou- 
don; and I knew it would be impoſſible 
to avoid meeting them, without taking 
ſuch precautions as would have made us 


e ridiculous in the eyes of the world. 
| Determined 
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| Determined to give my huſband no cauſe 
for complaint, nor the world any reaſon to 
cenſure, I adopted a mode of behaviour, 
which, I flattered myſelf, would ſecure 

me from the malice of evil ns 4 
" Yale hopes! Too toon, too fatally did 
T experience, that however circurſpectly 
a female behave, it is impoſſible to eſcape 


the arrows.of envy, or the ſlanders of ma- 
lerolence! ee 
1b. 
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"Lord Loudon, and myfelf, v were engaged 
to ſpend the. day at Lady Weſtcombe's. 
There, for the firſt time fince our marriage, 
we met Sir Charles and Lady Clara | There 
was a great deal of company. On their.en- 
trance, every eye was fixed, alternately, on 
Sir Charles and me.. I. knew not how to 
look. Conſciaus. that every movement was 
noticed; z and pncertain in what manner 1 
ſhould be chave.to on, my huſbang, 1. faf 
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in cobtinitd "diſedbife wiith' the, wager 
Lady Weſttombe. - oy ak ws £59 16-6 


Tg Chilttcs* did pot, Lbelere, at. t firſt, 
obſerve either Lord Loudon, or eff. 
He now with a glow of conſcious ipte- 
grity upon. his cheek, led his lady 1 to-me. 
1 argfe, and addreſſed her with the freedom 
of an old, acquaintance, mixed with the 

a 34 courteſy of modern times. , She 

| e me in the ſame degree. 'of Sir 
Charles, I enquired concerning his mother; ; 
and free, and unembartatſed, congratu- 


lated” chem both 6 o kbeir late return t to 
Ty we: TIO. 1901} 24 75 2 


IS, „ a 
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"x eb felt for n my Pats 5, when 

| Sir. Chile äcröſted him. He Poöked 

1 cin fcatck detelibe bow—but rather dil. | 
Eoncer Hed ; what then man he had” mo in. FN, 
jured, ' behaved to him with a becoming 
caſe, that, by degrees, leſſened the cool- 

' neſs of his firſt addreſs, 


1. I 


22 dt —— — th nn „ „„ Ame — um — BR — — N 


ö | 
AND HER FAMILY.” - 129; 


8 


I was happy, ſuperlatively ſo, that the 


firſt dreaded interview was paſt; and hoped 


that no future miſapprehenſion; would diſ- 


turb ſo en neige . 
| Lo 


On. our return 3 I ain. to in ⸗ 


troduce the ſubject, by obſerving, that 
Lady Clara Eltham was grown very fat; 
and I thought much improved by it. He 


returned a flight anſwer, coinciding in my 
opinion, and dropped the ſubject. It was 
ſufficient. cauſe for me to ſay no more about 


it, and I, accordingly, began talking. of 
ſomething elle. - 


We bad promiſed Sir Harry and Lady 


Cardigan, to be there on the Tueſday fol- 
lowing. When the day came, my lord 
was indiſpoſed, and would not go. I wiſhed 


to ſend an apology, but he would not, by 


any means, admit of it, as Lady Cardigan 
would be at a loſs for. one to fill my place 
at the card table—being very regular in her 


LS. par ties, 
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perties, never afk ing more chan ſhe could 
accomodate param hos Sh 


| Vavitting to go, yet not kiowing N how 
to evade going, I was very late when I got 
there, and the whole patty were ſeated, ex- 
| cept Sit Chatles Eltham, who ftood lean- 
ing over a lady chair—but who the lady 
Was Tebult ot ns” 


bree at Pre him, 1 far down 107 
Lady Cardigan, and orerlboked her cards. 
She was forty to hear of my lord's indiſpo · 
fition ; but ſaid, it very luckily did not 
ſpoil a party, as a young lady who came 
with Latfy Clara Eltham ſupplied his place; 
Abd thit ſhe expected Colonel Mortimer 
ard his lady, to make ance party with. 
Sit Charles and ee 

I was much bsi at this, and de- 
tertuided, if eonfiſtertiy 1 could, to avoid 
it. Colonel Mottittict ſoon atrived ;' and 

2063 19} > I 
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1 found it impoſſibte to; cſcape,. without 
wen ridiculdus. 


Sir Charles and J held as partners. He 


was very polite and attentive, without any 


of thit impertinent levity, and affectation. 
of politeneſs, which ever diſtreſs the object 


they are laviſhed upon; and JI was as free 
and unembarraſſed, as I ſhould have been: 
with a Nen ſtranger. 


Thus ſituated, a; loud * at one of 


the tables caught my attention indeed 


the whole party turned enquiring eyes to 
that part of the room whence it proceeded. 
But how ſhall I expreſs my farpriſe and 
emotion at the fight of Caroline Euſton, : 
whom I now diſcovered to be the lady who, 
accompabied Lady Clara? A complica- 
tion of ideas anne me, 5. = 95 


ee 
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On my recovery, rl beyond mea» 


: ſure, 
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ſare, diſlreſſed „to find myſelf ; ſupported 
by Sir Charles, and the whole company in 
commotion at my illneſs! 


Iwithdrew from Sir Charles's ſupporting. 
arms ;. and, apologiſing forhe trouble I 
had given, deſired Lady Cardigan would 
give her ſervant leave to call a chair. 


I ſaw-a moſt inſupportable ſneer upon 
the countenance of Caroline, which I could 
not help returning by a look.of indignation. 
Sir Henry Cardigan conducted me to my 
chair. 


When alone, a flood of tears alleviated, 
in ſome degree, the perturbation of my 
ſpirits. . So much was I engroſſed by my 
ſorrows, that I did not perceive the chair- 


men were taking me wrong, until they 


ſtopped to let me out; when I was amazed 
to find myſelf at Lady Clanricaird's, above 
a mile from my own houſe, . _ 1 , 

f wo On 
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© Oh etiquiry; 1 found the miſtake bad 
dE in the men's having cuttied 
Lady Ann Pemberton from there; and not 
clearly underſtanding Sir Henry, had 


brought; as they thought; Lady Ann back 


. ddd (5 9111 bs L ale 1111 
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1 beg * che 01 Mat cike ind Kodie': 
bi 55 the "refuſed; under prefence that 
tie öhet k y won be offended. 1 was, 
wertete, tietetsted to Walt fte s an- 
ther ki at is Eafted. © 8 


den t g got home, ] | was Flag. amazed 
0 fuck tny ewe was gone to Lady Car- 


digan' s. * rußg for Brudenell to explain 
the matter. She ſaid, her maſter finding 


bimfelf ſomewhat better, had dreffed, and 
gobe in the charior, to Sir Henty's, When 
he pot there, he was informed of my indit. 
pofition, and haſtened after | me; but was 
aſtoniſhed not to find me, as from the time 
I had left tbe company, I muſt have been 


at 
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At home, had no accident intervened, Much 
alarmed, he went back again, and had not 
yet returned ! 


Gasd 


a 1 feared I knew. 200 Sk 4 The fobt 

of Caroline Euſton, and the ſneer upon her. 

countenance, filled with me with. appre· 

henſions of ill! Her being with, Lady 

Clara boded me; no „good! b. *. he expreſſion 
in that lady's countenace, at her huſhand's 

attention to me; alchougb,.lam convinced, 
every difintereſted perſon would look upon 

it, as the mere reſult of politeneſs and hu- 

manity, hurt me very much; and I doubted 

my Loudon, would, « on, a different u. 
be, moved at the Ag 6 of Caroline! 1. 
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__ Iwvas loſt in theſe Ad 3 
when a carriage ſtopped. at the door! But 
language. is inadequate. to expreſs my feel · 
ings, at the dreadful object beheld,!; The 
ſhocking idea, no time, no occurience, will 
ever obliterate. from my memory ! My 
| blood 
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blood curdles at the fatal recollection The 
power of reſpiration is almoſt ſtopped! I 
can ſcarce hold my pen to deſcribe the 
event, which has imbitterred every moment 


of my life ; and the remembrance of which, 


will ever frike hortor to _ ſoul! 


k "75 - 
7 251 33 


Father of Weta rand thy erring 
creature ! And let the influence of thy 
bleſſed ſpirit pour the balm of conſolation 
on, my heart! Pardon the preſumption 


which urges me to pray that thou, who art 
the ſovereign diſpoſer of all events, wilt of 


thy goodneſs, avert from me and mine, the 


| dreadful effects of thy anger! Pardon, I 


beſeech "thee, the innocent perpetrator” of 


the murder of my huſband ! And, may the 
ſelf- reproaches of conſcience, awaken the 


vile inſtigators, to a due ſenſe of 'guilt, and, 


by their repentance; may they atone for 
the complicated miſeries they have in- 
flicted upon me! Receive to thyſelf; my 
Wenz unhappy Loudon! and accept the 


heart felt 
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heape-fels; ahonks, Which. I affer at the 
tþrone of thy/ grace, that, although. fipk- 
ing under the puniſhgot,and loaded, with 
the imputation of guilt, I bear a Mes in 
my own heart that I am (I truſt) innocent 
in thy fight, of the, crimes laid to. mY 
charge! Crimes, at which my nature 
Wes and abet recoils ! ; 
1 1 let me recount 
particulars. . I flew to mect my byſband— 
hut was ſtopped by a fight which had the 
naxer,of petrifying me! My husband, 
bloody, and lifeleſs, in the arms of 2 
ranger! and Sir Charles Eltham, bleed- 
ing, and ſcarce able 0 Went auge, 
ee! ber 


*þ ſpoke not, wept, nar nor yet offered | 
to get out of the way! My poor Brude- 
nell attempted to lead me to my chamber. 
This effectually rouſed me, and I burſt into 
* room (Where the ſurgecnr-who was 

the 
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the. ranger 1 mentioned—was preparing 
to examine his wounds) in which wes my 
Loudon and Sir Charles, 


Wild with deſpair, and regardleſs of de- 


corum, I puſhed away the attendants, and 
.claſping my huſband in my arms, I gave 
way to all the wild impetuofity of madneſs! _ _ 
In diſtracting accents I'raved.! I accuſed 
Lady Clara, Caroline, and Sir Charles, of 

combining to murder him! 


In vain they begged, intreated, and even 
endeavoured to force me from him! It 
was in vain! Reaſon had forſaken her 
ſeat, and I attended not to expoſtulation 


I ſereamed out in all the agonies of Woe, 


and, had not the madneſs which ſeized my 


brain, urged me to go ſeek my little Em- | 


ma, to make her father ſpeak, it is proba- 


ble I might, at this moment, haye been a 
melancholy ſpectacle of horror and deſpair; - 
but no ſooner did the thoughts of the child 


M occupy 
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- occupy me, then J flew to fetch it; and, 5 
having no idea of Oy at one EY wa 
at the bottom! e 1 y 


Tue ſervants, who eould not prevent the 
ſuddenneſs of my motion, carried me ſenſe- 
leſs to bed. I Was bled, and, by degrees, 
came to an acute ſenſe of miſery! The 
ſurgeon examined my Loudon's wounds 
(who was now ſenfible, and requeſted to 
ſee me) and pronounced them mortal! 


This was communicated to me; and I 
inſiſted upon being carried to my huſband 
(as the bruiſes I had received in my fall 
rendered me incapable of walking). My 
Loudon recapitulated the cauſe of his fitu- 
ation, acquitted Sir Charles, begged my 
forgiveneſs, and would have added ſome- 
-what more, had not the GR _— checked 
| =P words! 71 
| e dr as et re 
"The carreniv life olaled f to flow ! J He 
9 ſunk 


chat I did not feel it fo acutely as I other- 
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kk! into my extended arms and i 4 


I was re · conyeyed to my chamber-—the: 
verieſt wretch ene RE 15 
27 Þ 3 54; ; 

2 50 the re-eſtabliſhient of rae 
in which Nature ſuſtained. a ſevere, conflict 
l exacted from Brudenell an account of 
every thing that had occurred. She would 


= 


mA wayed the ſubject. 


12 I Oi Ken 7 
Fler . was of the 28 cruel, 

unexpedted. kind. Lord Loudon's coufin | 

had taken poſſeſſion of every thing, as heir 


at law, proving that L was under age When 


Twent off to Scotland, and not having been 
married according to the rights of the 
Church of England, Lwas not entitled to 
the privilege of a wife, and 2d two ſweet 
Gaia not eee rat 1 


: 1. 
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bees moſt ſevere ſiroke * but is 
much was 1 engroſſed by recent calamities, 


wiſe 


„ % Wc oo cw e _ OY 
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RY wiſe ſhould have done. My ſpirits roſe at 
dee infult, and I conceived all mankind as 


| y 3 enemies, from whom I ought to fly. But 
= F ; when my children appeared in view, J was 


ready to ſink into deſpondeney, at the ſe- 
verity ef my fate, thut involved the two 
deareſt objects in EEE Weis 
fame lag fortune ? 5D zac, 


I wrote, repeated EN wrote to my 1 
My letters were returned, unopened? I 
had no friend to whom I could apply! 1 
had, indeed, no intitwates; and my recent 
loſs; wirh the eireumſtates that atteuded 
ic; and the unfortunate events that ſuc- 
eee ded, had robbed: me of the pretended 
friends 1 bad e 


1 hs beſore aonitnies chat 1 bad e vo 
jointure ſettled upon me—owing to my 
premature marriage; and the fhocking 
9 * rer huſband's r had 
prevented 


3 
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prevented his mak ing any proviſion for his 
22 rite or bis PRE wife! 


has 


Nobody ·0 3 2 creature to 
ei with I, Language cannot do juſtice 
to the anguiſh of my ſoul! I ſtrove to ſee 
Lord Caftlehaven, but was repelled with 


ignominy and ſcorn, as. * adultreſs and: ; 


murderer ! 
The Power that orders; ſuſtains, and 
governs. all. things, enables me-to bear up 


againſt ſuch accumulated injuries! Gra- 


:cious God ! forgive my murmurs! But I 


live to- repeat, that- my. Father, my cruel 


Parent, curſed his kneeling, half-diftrated 


child; and branded me with epithets 
ſhocking to nal and 9 


falſe! 


N 


85 N td home, after my fruitleſs *at- - 
tempt to be reconciled to my father, more 
dead than alive; z and once —0 bleſſed in 
e 5 tervention 


7 


# 


— BY 


18 


1 A . 
* 4 . * » 


i * 4 
, 


tetvention of over - ruling 


| Happy that L Mod, by this, freute my 
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ie in idea, to put an end to my e nener 
had not a ray of religion illumined my 
breaft, and held to my view, the wretched, 

the deplorable ſtate of thoſe miſerable vic- 
tims, who ruſh premeditatedly into the 
prefence of Omnipotence, fearleſs of the 
dreadful. — future TY" 2 


It pleaſed God, to foare me the com-- 
miffion of a crime, at which 1 now ſhud- 
der at the recollection of! 


I fortunately had the preſence of mind: 

to ſecure a. ſmall cabinet, in which my 

kuſband ſometimes kept money; and which, 
by being in my cloſet, had eſcaped the ge- 

nefal ſeal, There was a good: deal in it, 
which, with my jewels and cloaths, raiſed; 
my poſſeſtions to near ten and pounds. 
value. 


two. 
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two darlings from poverty, and its attendant 
evils, Lone night bid adieu to London for 
ever; and vowed, ſolentnly. vowed;. no 


conſideration ſhould ever tempt me to re- 


enter a place, where diſtreſs, in almoſt: 
every ſhape, attended me. 


Brudenell alone, was privy to my de- 
ſign. By her advice and contrivance, I. 
changed my name to Davenport; nor, till 
J arrived at this peaceful manfion,, did I. 
know one momentꝭs ſatis faction. 


Edward and Emma were, at firſt, very 


inquifitive about our new ſituation. Their 


innocent queries renewed my grief; but, 


both Brudenell and myſelf, endeavoured 
to wean: them from the thoughts of what 
they had been. Edward enquired why he 
was not now Lord Drayton; 3, und. Emma, 


why the was not a lady. 


By Various. means, we perſuaded chem, 
it 0 
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it was all the ſame 3. nor do we even now 


permit them to hold communication with 
the ſervants, leſt their retentive memories 
ſhould make them ee what I fo: med: 
wiſh to conceal... 


- TS, 
- 


On re- peruſing what I have wrote, I per- 


deive errors innumerable; but it is too ar- 


duous a taſk to undertake again, yet I can- 


not help. obſerying; that I have not ex- 


plained, through what means the fatal ga- 

taſtrophe was oecaſioned.— On my ever - 
lamented Loudon's entrance into the room, 
Lady Cardigan enquired if he had ſeen me. 


On his anſwering. in the negative, every 


mouth was opened to tell him of my in- 


: diſpofition ;. amongſt the reſt, he -recog- 


nized. Caroline Euſton's voice. He was 
much ſurpriſed, eſpecially at ber addreffing 
him very. familiarly. He: wondered who 


had introduced her; but Was too much 


engroſſed with the thoughts of me, to pay 
her any attention. . 


Wich } 
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With all ſpeed, he haſtened back again 


home, and was almoſt diſtracted at not 


finding me there, dreaded that ſome dire 
diſaſter had befallen me. On his return 
to Lady Cardigan's to gain more perfect in 


formation, the vile Caroline, under pre- 


tence of adminiſtering eonſolation, told my 
poor deluded Louden, that, as I had 


« fainted in Sir Charles Eltham's arms; 


ce and as he diſappeared immediately, it 
«was: probable, benevoletce' had prompted 
« him to efcort ine home. And added, 
*« (with a malicious ſneer) that perhaps my 
& dizzineſs returning, I had been 3 
* dad * the road!“ 


buch Clara's embarraſſecd countenance, 
ſeemed to corroborate the truth of this in- 
finuation. Struck with the apparent plau- 
fibility of it, and actuated by jealouſy and 


a conſciouſneſs of the prior claim Sir Charles 
had ta my affeQions, and the undue means 


by 


Nera a the Ant in eee 'F 
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by which that elaim was ſuperſeded; he 
e in produit of the ee culprits. 
He PEE to Sir Charles's © Jakes FEY 
Band- But, unfortunately, at the turn of 
the ſtreet, he met him walking by the ſide 
of:a chair. Fired with paſſion (it was. now 
nearly dark and Sir Charles knew not that 
it was my huſband) he peremptorily in- 


fiſted upon the lady getting out of the chair, 


This was reſented, as: unbecbining a gen- 
leman to put up with, who was the avowed 


of 


L AY 


upon as a e niert 8 of his girly 


not doubting but Sir Charles knew him, 
with a voice hardly intelligible, he called 


upon him to draw ;' and urged by the im- 


petuous, uncontroulable paſſion of jealouſy, 
he called him baſe: coward; and flying ve: 


bemently at the chair, ipfiſted upon the 


abandoned proſtitute quitting it! 
Sir 


4 —— —— —— tte ret 
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Sir Charles, endeavouring to defend the 
lady, received my Loudon's ſword into his 
arm. He drew, and ere the fatal miſtake 
was rectified, my huſband: WAS arr 
wounded ! 


99 His \aobtt; too late, applied to the 
ſervants for information, and was almoſt 
annihilated at the knowledge of its being 


my poor ORE Loudon ! ! þ 


- A ſdrpeor dpd tels near the 
place, he requeſted his aſſiſtance; and, 
committing the lady whom he was guard- 
ing home, to the care of a ſervant, he made 
his appearance as I have before deſcribed, | 

at our eite | | 


1 wow dats recovering the uſe of 
reaſon, he was made ſenſible of the error 
he had committed. He execrated Caro- 
line, as the cauſe; and bid Sir Charles be- 
ware of her. 


The 
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The reſt I have recited except that 
Cawline was diſcharged the houſe:;. and 
that Sir Charles attempted to ſce me; to 
offer any aſſiſtance in his power; but this 
T peremptorily declined. For, excluſive 
of his being the deſtroyer of my peace, and 
the murderer of my huſhand (though the 
innocent one) I had many reaſons for not 
chuſing to be indebted to his interference. 


To my dear children, I bequeath this 
fad tribute of my affection! May the me- 
lancholy inſtances of the ill effects of un- 
correfied paſſions warn their inexperienced 
youth from the indulgence of them. 


Io one fatal deviation from the paths of 
rectitude and decorum, may I attribute the 
numerous evils which have dimmed the 
luſtre of my name—caſt a ſhade over every 
* and aa, every | furure 
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When death ſhall have cloſed my eyes, 
and veiled my imperfections, may my dar- 
lings be bleſt in the vale of retirement! 
May no anxious wiſh after that rank whieh 
their mother's indiſcretion has deprived- 
them of the means of ſupporting, ever add 
a pang to their hearts! May my Emma 
be wiſer, more diſcreet, and happier than 
her mother! And may my Edward poſ- 
ſeſs the manly virtues, without the paſienate 
AE 10 bis father t 


11 it AY the wiſe Diſpoſer of nents; 
to call me early from the objects of my 
only earthly care, to the protection of that 
Power I confide them ; who will guard 
them from evil; whilſt virtue, truth, and 
integrity, are the inmates of their boſom ! 
It ſhall be my ſtudy to teach them to adare 
the only wiſe and true God, as a © Being. 
55 poſlefled of every perfection to engage 
their love, inſpire their devotion, and 
«encourage their confidence“ 

N Let 


i 
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Lot the tear of affection and , compaſſion, 
bedew the memory of my. ſufferings ; 
whilſt the knowledge of my indiſcretion, 


may deter my children om falling i inn 
the: like errors! 


e 


Various were the emotiens of Lady 
Mary Montgomery, on the peruſal of the 
Manuſcript. She pitied and forgave the 
errors of inexperienced youth; but ſeverely 
condemned Lord and Lady Caſtlehaven— 
* deteſted Caroline n Air 


With the 1 ne of: and friend- 
| ſhip, ſhe haſtened to comfort the unhappy 
mourner, and, by participating of her ſor- 
rows, endeavour to alleviate them. Mrs. 
Davenport was juſt awakened: from a ſweet 
fleep, and much refreſhed, was preparing 
. inn it amen 


— [ 
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to attend Lady Mary, when the entered 
her apartment. 


An intereſting converſation enſued— 
which ended with the. amiable: Lady Mary 


promiſing: to protect and provide for the 
two orphans, ſhould ſhe outlive Mrs: Da- 


venpott.* But as this was hardly probable, 
ſhe ſecretly reſolved to * them e 


N of the world. 


* * 
2 7 1 


Lady Mary b blamed Cond Ciglebaven, 
as an unſeeling man, unworthy of ſuch a 


daughter; but, what ſne moſt cenſured in 
his conduct, was, his careleſſneſs relative 


to ſecuring Lady Loudon a lawful 9 
meek: by a proper n. 


Ib man-egreed; chat when Lord Roſcoe 


came, Mrs, Davenport ſhould keep her 


room. He arrived at the appointed time, 


and Lady Mary, who held him in a higher 
eſtimation than ſhe ever had done, from 


the 


8 5 * © e 
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the pleaſing manner in h ich her friend had 
ſpoke of him, received him with ſincere 
N 5075 


* 


$he was a Fears cloaked 1 cou- 

in. Te was the ycungeſt ficter ſon; and 
| the daughter of the eldeſt brother. | Her 
Jong redidetice:at Montpelier, had ſopped 
the-progreſs of their intuacy; nr till her 
father's death, who had accompanied hex 
abroad, had ſhe any very material friend a 
: n . . 


BIT} * 


hs, and honed retum to- — to 
rake: polkeſon of her eſtate, had heppeved 
Hive. Mrs. Davenpert's feolufion from the - 
world, which muſt (as ſhe kept up no in- 
tercourſe with any one) be the reaſon ſhe 

Z _ not of nnen. kenn 


He had never | boalted of n 


tions ; for, at che time, when he firſt be- 
came enamoured- got + * Emma Mel- 
2445 | eombe 
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combe, his chance was not very great, as 
his uncle was living, and Lord George 
Montgomery, who, if Lady Mary had ever 
had a child, would have e de- 
e e le f is} 1 357 Then 


F , 2 3 
q re | T Met! le 
(H. 11 228 e s | Fi 


Lady Raben mae dead ;and | Lat Clara 
and his ſon, were at his ſeat in Vorkſhire, 
where he was going. Lady Mary could 
not help obſerving, that there appeared 4 
melancholy. dejection on Roſcoe's counte- 


nance, which ſhe could not help attribut- 


ing to the events ſhe. had been ſo kae 

made ane Wirk 
bed D852 * 150. 267 It bin 709 
An t chat e dense © ol 
The lively little Emma, whoſe unbounded 
vivacity prevented her from fitting long in - 
a place, had eſcaped from her mamma and 
Brudenell, and flown into the garden, 
where Bord Reſeoe and Lady Mary were 
. r tt the} 9 3 1 Pans the re- 
| NA doubled 
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| douhled her: fpoed, and- inchorxettion wo. 
b IO Para IE 2 Had. 


5 His loradiip kuftbnelies her aſſiſtance, 
and nearly let her fall again, at the ſtriking 


reſemblance ſhe bore his ever: regretted Em- 


ma. They eatried me innocent girl ibto 
the houſe; and with an eagerneſs not to be 
tepreſſed, Lord Roſcoc enquired where. 
Were, had found . f Ne 
II: £59340 no 308. | 17 77 


e at che vida 5 not 


withing, by aby means, to divulge ber 


friend's. ſecret, ſhe evaded "the point, and 


| only ſaid, “ ſhe was her little pet, and had 


ee e eee eee by 
meren, ot . yt 5 


| To geen Wann e 
for Brydenell d- take care of her, and 
ruined the. converſation; Spitb of her en · 
deavours, his lordſhip ſtill kept recurring 
to the ſweet child: and aſked, if her, fa - 

«her - 
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ther and mother were living.“ To which 


ker. ladyſhip repliecl in the affrmative.— 


This-. filenced him;, as his firſt idea Was: 65 5 ; 


loſt, in the knowledpe: of both her parents 


being living; and her name being . =o 


tee te be eee pen _ | 


It bust bim a ed deal; to 8 the 


pleaſing expectation, that he had, at length, 


after long and fruitleſs enquiry, found the 


child of the woran, he had never ceaſed 
to adore- from the firſt; moment he beheld 
her; although his ſtrict notions of honour, . 
had ever prevented him from harbouring 


a thought derogatory to. the virtue, or in- 
jurious to the peace of her he adored. 


Reverence for his mother, and compaſ - 
fibn for Lady Clara, whoſe ardent paſſion 
was too apparent to be overlooked; added 


to a wiſh of forgetting the wife of ne, 
| * nn, him to marry. . 


At 


Gt 
» 4 4 


* 


* 


At his return to England, which he de- 
ferred as long as poſhble, he there found 
the object of his firſt, his only attachment, 


improved in every perſonab and moral per- 
fection. 1 He found it impoſſible to ceaſe 


loving her; but his thoughts were pure, : 


and his ſentiments correct, as the moſt ri 
0 virtue can Rees $6 rar FI 


It had boch 1 chat. Ces 


of a: jealous diſpoſition ;.-yet-every body 
Joined in.acknowledging that the Counteſs, 
although young, beautiful as fancy could 


paint, and defrauded into marriage with a 
man ſhe diſliked, behaved with a propriety 
that, ſhut, eyery avenue to flander. 


Delighted at the public approbation of 
what he held ſo dear, he determined to be 
ſo circumſpect in his looks, words, and 
aftiogs; that jealouſy ſſiould findmo grounds 
for unhappineſs, virtue: no caliſe for fear, 
nor. 


% 
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nor the world any room for cenſure. Filled 
with theſe laud able notions, he behaved 
with that genuine, unaffected eaſe, which 
is ae of conſcious 1 n. Na 


The e 3 i 
Lord Loudon's death, had diſtreſſed him 
beyond ex preſſiam. Shocked at having, 
although accidentally, occaſioned the death 
uf. a fettow-cveature, his feelings were ren- 
dered ſtill more poignant by its being Lady 
Emma's huſband. 


Self · aequitted, he knew that the world 
utho would have acquitted him likewiſe in 
any other circumſtance, from the charac- 
ter he had ever borne—would now, per- 
hhaps, judge him wick unfeeling ſeverity ; 
and, what hurt him ſtill more, they would 
aſperſe the character of an unfortunate fe- 
male, diſtreſſed in every degree, deprived 
of exery friend, and, for ought he knew 

to 


8 
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to the contrary, cut off from <py n means 
of ee” | 


This literally: was the caſe. Many who 
had envied the ſuperior attractions of the 
charming Counteſs; affected to believe 
what the whole tenor of her conduct had 
contradicted. When candour and humd- 
nity attempted to vindicate the fair ſuf- 
ferer, they 1 father's aaa 
wn proof of her üiiaeng eg in 


* * 
EET 
* A 


Lady Clara, or more W ſpeaking, 
the Counteſs. df Roſcoe, conſcious of the 
mean part ſhe had acted, to rob her friend 
of the man ſhe loved, and her huſband of 
the woman he adored, was ever fearful, 


left her lord ſhould find out her duplicity. 


Jealous of the beauty and merit of her late 
friend, ſhe lived in; continual dread . | 
loſing her huſband's eſteem, - . - 


.  Hadſhe known the ſtrict rectitude of his 
heart,. 


— pot — — at 8 
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rt, -ari(Fithe decorum of his conduct, in 
_ 'reſpeRt, ſhe could not have doubted 
him. 


Diſappointed love had firſt ſoùred her 


diſpoſition, and jealouſy, added to the in- 


ſinuations of Caroline Euſton, acquired new 
force from the fatal end of Lord Loudon. 

- This female 4 8 lighted up the brand 
of diſcord, wherever ſhe directed her bane- 
ful ſteps. Her being forbid the houſe, 


was, to the Counteſs, a * of her lord's 
defection. | 


The diſappearance of the object ſhe 
feared, was, to her jaundiced imagination, 
*.confirmation ſtrong as proofs of Holy 
& Writ,” Her ill-humour increaſed, and 
home, in confequence, became leſs pleaſe 
196 to dae a. | 


ey little e ae of avowed 
buſineſs, 
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bufineſs, or pleaſure, was ure to be con- 


ſtrued into an 3 with the: 1 inno- 


cent widow. 211 


The ſervant who had lived with Lady 


Emma, and who betrayed the confidence 
repoſed in her, lived now with Lady Rof- 


coe; and, on ſome words happening be- 


tween them, in the reſentment incident to 


little minds, ſhe difcovered what her miſ- 
treſs ſo much wiſhed to-conceal. 1 


Ratrenicly takin A. 
he could not forbear reproaching; üs wife 


with | it. 


- 


"4 


This brought from her, accuſations 


which, if they had been true, he perhaps 
would not have excuſed but being falſe, 


and tending to depreciate the fame of her, 
he thought purity in its bright eſt form, be 
was Enn to ſuch a TOS as to 
% a2 leave 


1 
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FRY her without any previous ee | 
2 75 and * Os pany! to ate: wig 
ne was no e LL, "1 5 ply | 
Fr the place pf pafon; and he re- 
gretted that he had ever been made ac- 
quainted with what had fo ag 8 
; 5 rg kis aim en d 01 wa 


1 & — „„ 
— * 
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The: motive, in 5 = EN 3 4 
excuſe for the action, and though he could =» 1 
not forget it, yet he was determined to ape 
ws a8 if he had e it. 


© | 4p ire: of his 0% as G wife 
of his boſom; and as the acknowledged fa- 
vourite of his deceaſed mother; ſhe was en- 


us 2 to his W N 

ny Wh ute of ifpofion deen 

. and had Lady Roſcoe known how to uſe % 
oy this advantage, they might have been 70- 1 
| lerabiy happy. On the contrary, the thought 

we BH, a 3 
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5 Proper to receive him with a ſupercilious 
l baughtineſs, highly diſguſting, and ſet off 
= for Roſcoe Abbey, the ſeat to which his 
| Jordſhip was directing his courſe when oy 
cial} age. 38 Hog 1 


4 4 4 
« a F . ” 


25 35. 7 FITS 1 

297 tlic hinaſeK, and foley 2 
how to act, he had made this viſit to Lady 
Mary, purpoſely to contalt her war me- 

shodito take. _ | ene Horn 92t. 

2 965 18 1 15 f | 8194 
1 bad been bis EY wiſh t to , find out 
1 Lady Loudon had retired to, that 
he might have an opportunity of making 
ſome proviſion for the offspring of Lord 
5 London, without W the ee of 

heir mother. | | | 


cc " 
— 


| The fight of Emma awakened every 
tender ſenſation in his boſom. The high 

hopes it raiſed, made him bear very impa- 
tiently, the extinction of them, by Lady 
Mary's $ well-meant deception. . His dejec- 
5 1 tion 
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tion increaſed ; nor could his:coufin repreſs | 


her curiofity.. In terms of the higheſt re- 
ſpect, he mentioned her valued young 
friend; but neither that, nor the avowal 
of his intention to provide for the fatherleſs 
children, could tempt. her to een aur 


71 


Hud Calllckayen' was, PE. both, and; in- 
deed, by the world in general, coaſidered 
as an unnatural creature, diveſted.of the 
CE A ett. n 

Tue (16h nkeritor: of 1 Lone 8 
title and eſtate, was every where deſpiſed; 
though note had ſpirit ſufficient to defend 
the innocent, and plead the widow's cauſe! 


Her Father's neutrality was alway urged 
againſt her. The patience with which ſhe 
bore the deprivation of her title, and her 
children's fortune, ſhewed a tame inſigni: 

 fieance, that made no one her friend: yet 
| was 
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1% LADY EMMA MELCOMBE 


was'the uſurper of her _ confdered: as 


an e monſter 15 


1 e ee 
| Inftend of We 1 as * at 
firſt propdſed, he lengtbened his viſit to as 
may werks. This, as & | confined Mrs. 
Davenport entirely to her tum, was not 


ſo agreeable to Lady Mary, as it otherwiſe 
would have been; it alſo diſturbed that ſe - 


renity of mind which her friend had. but 


lately begun to experiener; as u coutinual 


dread of ſeeing Lord Roſcoe, or of being 
diſcovered by any other means, mir 


r e 


\Dobeing: 148 As it 1 to: > herſelf, hi 
could not avoid dwelling on circumſtances 


| that had happened, and LOR to times 


eee 15 


n 4 


This 


Tbis 1 8 3 ds 


for: an object the fartheſt removed from her 
wiſhes. Every ney moral and divine, for- 


bid 
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bid her to cheriſh any degree of regard for 
Lord Roſcoe. Severely did ſne condemn 
herſelf for indulging thoughts of him in 
any other light than the man who had rob- 
bed her children of their protector and 
guide. She looked upon the indulgence as 
criminal - yet could not entirely diveſt her- 
9 ſelf of the feelings of human nature. 
* Had Lord Roſcoe been at liberty to addreſs 
Y her, ſhe- would have rejected his overtures, 
as repugnant to decency, and an inſult t@- 

the n of Lord Loudpes. 5 


Ts prevent a Kirther r ſoſpicion, Fi Sms 
was permitted to pay her reſpects to Lady 
Mary, every day; but under à ſtrict in- 


junction not to mention her mammaꝭs bs ; 
| ing. inthe houſe. . | 


: Si 1 ld idolized this 0 - 
blance of his Emma; but ſo thoroughly 

was he convinced of his-couſin's veracity, 
2 8 Os : | that 


— 


prompted him 10 follow her. Diſappo 
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chat it nevet entered” his i Weh * 
could" ds: ok... 
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This Renee 4 em enquiring of 
che ſervants as to the real fituation,. and- 
parentage of Emma Such a procedure 
would inf abi are mee the: veal. 
ot AMI 36 £9019 12d 
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Is a theſe . te fa- 


mily at Belvoir Lodge, far different ideas 


diſtreſſed the Lady of Roſcoe Abbey. Too: 
late, ſhe regretted that ſhe had ſo uncour- 
tebully returned her huſband's reqonciled 


good humour, She felt, poignantly felt 


how inſufficient wealth or grandeur n | 
beſtow happineſs ! MM 01 200 noi hat 


. * 
7 

13 
* + 


Though wife to the man een 
was miſatable ! She had flattered. herſelf, 

bra condeſcending humour would have 
inted 


in 


-_- 
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KX N.D HER FAMILY. . 1.6% 


In her expectations, ſhe gave herſelf wh a. 
prey: to:the moſt mn PH 


A POPE clipſed; 4 de 1 

nor heard from Lord Roſcoe. Fancied in- 
juries gave way; and ſhe wrote to him in 
the ſofteſt terms of love, and ſupplication. 
This letter was forwarded to him, and 
haſtened him from the place, which, un- 
known. to him, contained his heart's firſt. 
love. i PRE arab; 
On. his leaving Belvoir Lodge, the in- 
habitants returned to their uſual occupa- 
tions the formation of: ann und . 
ma i min ners. 
r ning dire inonot 
Achis ahb küerppefnble concern, Lady 
Mary ſaw Mrs. Davenport fink, ſilently and 
imperceptibly,. into the grave. She made 
no complaints; hut au grew "= and 
nden, 


& > 


* » TI 
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Her 
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Her kind friend, who was benevolence 

in an human form, determined to take her 

to Montpelier—the place where ſhe n 
4 had found " much ge 


"England had bunt ban ins fs tied hh 
_ perior to any other place. All her relati: 
ons, except Lord Roſcoe, were dead; and 
even if ſhe had been attached. in a: particular 
degree to her. native country, ſo truly did 
ſhe love. Mrs. Davenport, that ſhe would 
have embraced ſuch a meaſure as a favour- 


able appr of proving. her mea 
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- et ſenvible.of: che: RIOT oblis- 
maids Mrs. Davenport owed her kind pa- 
troneſs; and, , unwilling to diſtreſs her by 
a refuſal, ſhe-conſented to leave a kingdom 
in which ſhe had experienced ſo many woes; 


not from any hopes ſne had of n 
ber hea or en, 2 r GID 0 


+ 
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She felt herſelf daily aeclining ; ſh 
but for her. children, ſhe. would not have 
waſhed. 


AD ER Nx bak 4 by. 
wiſhed to live. The thoughts' of leaving 


them, expoſed to a mercileſs world; when 
ſhe knew, by experience, how / little they 
had to expect from the cold exertions of 
Human eg OY her Wen with 
Jy 40.4 10 ; 1.8 
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Lady Mary, the was happily 3 


would, while ſhe lived; ſhield their youth- 
ful heads from ill; but, if ſhe died, who 
would then protect their innocence from 
the ſnares of deſtructon? From unhappy 
experience, ſhe well knew, to be innocent, 
was not ſufficient to prote& them from 


flander or deceit ; as thoſe who are deficient 
im virtue, too often endeavour,” by every 


means, to fink the poſſeſſors en it to a e 
wad ae. | | 


hes n ſettled her affairs, RES in- 
veſted Lord Roſcoe with the power of re- 


ceiving and remitting money as ſhe would 


F e Lady Mary Montgo- 
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mery once more quitted the ſcat of her an- 


ceſtois, and, accompanied by Mrs. Da- 


venport, Edward, Emma, and the good 


old Brudenell; and alſo, the chaplain, who 
ſuperintended the ſtudies of (properly 
ſpeaking) the young Earl of Loudon, ſhe- 


ft 
* 


became again an inhabitant of Montpelier. 


n 


Mrs. Davenport was not much better, 
or materially. worſe, for ſome years; whilſt: 


ber children grew up, the delight of every 


eye, and the joy of every heart, who were: 
intereſted in their welfare 
Edward was eighteen, and Emma two 
years younger, when their amiable mother 
was called. ta receive a recompenſe for her: | 
ſufferings !' Senſible of her approaching 
releaſe from this.“ Vale of Tears,“ ſhe 
eſſay ed to write to ber father, to implore 
bis forgiveneſs, and beg his protection for 
her children; but Death arreſted her ere 
the arduous. taſk was Hgiſhed : She had 
| | bur- 
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but juſt time to graſp Lady Mary 8 hand ; 
Jook at her OR IO Oe”; 9A” 


"Lindy Mary was fncerdy aMicted at her 


friend's death; as well from the ſuddenneſs 
of it, as the heavy loſs ſhe ſuſtained in 


-parting with her whom ſhe had ever ef. 
teemed as her daughter; and in whoſe 


company ſhe had paſſed ſo many happy 
hours; and, for whoſe ſake, ſhe had almoſt 


entirely fecluded herſelf from the world 


as Mrs. Davenport could never be prevailed 
upon to mix with ſociety. 


Edward and Emma grieved immode- 
rately, at the loſs of their amiable parent; 
but, as Lady Mary endeavoured, in every 

reſpect, to ſupply the want of one, time 


ſubſided their grief; nor was it again ex- 
cited, until their revered benefactreſs 


thought proper for Edd to make the . 
tour of Europe. 
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It had been Mrz. Davenport's wiſh that 
her children ſhould remain in ignorance of 
their birth, and lawful (though uncertain) 
expectations, until Emma. attained the age 
of twenty-one years; unleſs any material al- 
.teration/ made it neceſſary. They, there- 
fore, ſuppoſed themſel ves entirely depen- 


dent on Lady Mary Montgomery's bounty. 
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